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“Wine makes daily living easier, less hurried, with fewer tensions and 
more tolerance.” 

- Benjamin Franklin   
 

 
A note of Thanks to our Customers: 

 

Luigi’s considers wine to be an integral part of the dining experience.  We continually 
strive to bring our customers the best offerings available from regions all over the world.  
We have selections from the United States (which include California, Oregon, 
Washington, and North Carolina), Australia and New Zealand, Chile and Argentina, 
France, Germany, and of course Italy.  We will bring new offerings from other regions as 
well as we continue to spread our “love of wine” to our customers and friends.  Thank you 
for choosing Luigi’s as your source for a wonderful dining experience! 

 

“Quickly, bring me a beaker of wine so that I may wet my brain and 
say something clever.” 
   -Aristophanes 

 

A note about our wine list: 
 

Because of our passion for Vino, we are serious about the wines we provide you.  We are 
also passionate about the information we convey about those wines.  We have attempted to 
bring you as much information as possible to assist you in making your decision.   We 
have provided notes about many of the wines from resources such as Robert Parker’s Wine 
Advocate, Wine Enthusiast Magazine, and Wine Spectator Magazine, as well as many of 
our own tasting notes to help you select the wine you are looking for.  And please, don’t be 
afraid to ask your server for assistance should you require it.  Wine is not something to 
fear, but something to enjoy! 
 
We constantly strive to make sure this wine list is an accurate representation of all the 
offerings we keep in our cellar.  However, please understand that we may have vintage 
rollovers and occasionally may run out of a particular item.       
 
"Wine is the most civilized thing in the world.” 

-Ernest Hemingway  
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Sparkling Wines by the Glass 
 
251 Martini and Rossi Asti Spumante Sparkling, Piedmont 187ml (6.3 oz bottle)  8.25 
250 Moët & Chandon White Star, Champagne France   187ml (6.3 oz bottle)  18.00 
 

 
White Wines by the Glass 

All of our wines by the glass are 6oz unless otherwise noted 
Sweeter Wines 
203 Marke Klosterdoktor Riesling Spatlese 2007, Rheinhessen, Germany   6.50 
513 Paolo Saracco Moscato d’Asti 2008, Piedmont, Italy      8.50 
505 Banfi “Rosa Regale” Brachetto d’Acqui 2007, Piedmont, Italy      9.00 
 
Dry Whites and Rosé 
106 San Giuseppe Pinot Grigio 2008, Veneto Italy       6.50 
124 Saddlerock Rosé (Cabernet Sauvignon) 2006, Malibu California    7.00 
158 Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc 2008, Marlborough New Zealand    8.00 
160 Carmel Road Chardonnay 2007, Monterey County, California    8.50 
102 Beringer Alluvium Blanc Knights Valley 2007, Sonoma County California   8.75 

 

Red Wines by the Glass 
 
400 Terra Andina Carmenère 2008, Central Valley, Chile     6.25 
354 Séptima Malbec 2007, Mendoza, Argentina       7.00 
422 Falesco Vitiano Rosso IGT 2007, Umbria, Italy      7.00 
404 Peter Lehmann Shiraz 2006, Barossa Valley, Australia     8.50 
363 Martin Ray “Angeline” Pinot Noir 2008, Russian River, California    8.50 
328 Hess Estate “Allomi” Cabernet Sauvignon 2006, Napa Valley California   9.00 
368 Castello di Querceto Chianti Classico 2006, DOCG Tuscany, Italy    9.00 

 
Dessert Wines by Glass 

 
533 R.L. Buller & Son Fine Muscat Victoria, NV, Australia   3oz  8.00  
503 Gould Campbell 10 yr Tawny Port, Portugal     3oz  9.00 
522 Taylor Fladgate 20 yr Tawny Port, Portugal     3oz  16.00 
512 Castello di Meleto Vin Santo di Chianti Classico 2003, Tuscany  3oz  15.00 

 
Luigi’s House Wines 

Here at Luigi’s, our “House Wines” are hand selected, high quality, value oriented wines.  The wines may 
change frequently, reflecting our commitment to finding the best wines to fill this category.  If you have a 
question about the wine, where it is from, what vintage, so on and so forth, please don’t hesitate to ask. 
          Glass      1 liter Carafe 
452 White Zinfandel (Sweet Rosé)     5.00   20.00 
450 Pinot Grigio, imported from Italy     6.00   25.00 
454 Chardonnay        5.25   22.00 
458 Pinot Noir        5.25   22.00 
451 Chianti , imported from Italy      6.00   25.00 
456  Merlot         5.25   22.00 
455 Cabernet Sauvignon       5.25   22.00  
453  Lambrusco (Sweet Red), imported from Italy   6.00   25.00 
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Half Bottles (375ml) 
 
Sparkling and White 
253 Veuve Clicquot Yellow Label, NV, Champagne, France    44.00 
265 Boizel Brut Rosé Champagne NV, Champagne, France    48.00 
101 Landmark Chardonnay Overlook, California, 2006     29.00 
 
Reds 
420 Steele Pacini Vineyard Zinfandel, Mendocino County, California 2007  19.00  
312 Avignonesi Vino Nobile di Montepulciano, DOCG 2004    25.00 
540 L’Ecole No. 41 Cabernet Sauvignon, Columbia Valley, Washington 2005 32.00 
563 E. Guigal Châteauneuf-du-Pape Rouge, Rhone France 2004   38.00 
598 Martinelli Bella Vigna Pinot Noir, Russian River Valley, California 2006 45.00 
462 Paolo Scavino Barolo, Piedmont Italy 2004      56.00 
388 Shafer Cabernet Sauvignon One Point Five, Napa Valley, California 2005 59.00 
325 Allegrini Amarone della Valpolicella Classico, DOC 2004    71.00 

 
Dessert Wines 
533 R.L. Buller & Son Fine Muscat Victoria, NV, Australia    31.00 
501 Croft Vintage Port, Douro Portugal 2003      75.00 
535 Legends Estate Cabernet Franc Icewine, Niagara, Canada  2003   80.00 
500 Inniskillin Riesling Icewine Silver, Niagara, Canada 2006    125.00 

 
Other Formats 

 
375 Arbios Cabernet Sauvignon, Alexander Valley, California 2002  1.5 liter 90.00 
375 Arbios Cabernet Sauvignon, Alexander Valley, California 2003  3.0 liter 165.00 
603 Giovanni Rosso Barolo “Cerretta”, DOCG 2004   1.5 liter 185.00 
409 Château Kirwan Margaux, Bordeaux 2003    1.5 liter 290.00 
315 Luigi Righetti “Capitel de Roari” Amarone, DOC 2003  5.0 liter 295.00 
411 Chappellet Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley, 2004   1.5 liter 165.00 
411 Chappellet Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley, 2005   3.0 liter 345.00 
411 Chappellet Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley, 2005   6.0 liter 685.00 
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Champagne & Sparkling Wines 
 
 
254 Bisol Prosecco di Valdobbiadene Crede DOC NV, Veneto Italy   35.00 

“A vinous sparkler with expansive flavors of kumquat, peach and nuts, this offers a rich textural 
depth while holding to freshness and delicacy. It finishes firm and clean, with lasting freshness that 

would enhance any cream based noodle soup.” 93 pts Wine and Spirits 

 
256 Schramsberg Brut Blanc de Blancs 2003, California    55.00 

Blanc de Blancs was the first wine Schramsberg produced in 1965 and was America’s first 

commercially produced Chardonnay-based brut sparkling wine. Schramsberg Blanc de Blancs 
gained international recognition in 1972 when then President Nixon served the wine at the historic 

“Toast to Peace” in Beijing, China.  “This 100% Chardonnay is easily the best Schramsberg blanc 
de blancs to date. It’s so rich and luxurious in subtle lime, peach and brioche flavors, and so 
refined in its beautiful silky mouthfeel, and so long in the finish, you can’t help but love it. 

Gorgeous now, and should hold and even improve for the next six to eight years.”  94 points Wine 
Enthusiast Magazine 

 
255 Duval-Leroy Brut Champagne NV, Champagne, France    69.00 

Since its creation, Champagne Duval-Leroy has been located in Vertus, in the heart of “La Cote 
des Blancs”. Currently the House cultivates about 200 hectares, much of which is devoted to 

production of high quality Chardonnay grapes. The predominance of Chardonnay in the 
elaboration of the cuvees gives a finesse, lightness and elegance to Duval-Leroy champagnes. “A 

big, full-bodied bubbly, featuring graphite, toast, lemon and nut aromas and flavors. Balanced, 
with an assertive finish. Will improve with a few months of cellaring.” 93 WS 

 
253 Veuve Clicquot Yellow Label, NV, Champagne, France    81.00 
253 Veuve Clicquot Yellow Label, NV, Champagne, France  375ml  44.00 

Veuve Clicquot translates to the “Widow Cliquot”.  Born in 1777, Nicole Barbe Ponsardin 
married François Clicquot in 1798. Widowed at the age of 27, she took over her deceased 

husband's business. At a time when Europe was torn by war, she was shipping her wines 
throughout the world. The famous Yellow Label has come to be recognized throughout the world as 
a symbol of tradition, elegance, style in the art of living.   

 
265 Boizel Brut Rosé Champagne NV, Champagne, France  375ml  48.00 

“Dominated by Pinot Noir (50%), this is mid rather than pale salmon pink and boasts a vibrant, 

frothing mousee. Aromas of white flowers burst forth and there's an elegant touch of well-judged 
sweetness. The finish is a little toasty and the balance superb.” Four stars Decanter Magazine 
 

267 E. Barnaut Brut Rosé NV, Champagne, France     85.00 
“This is a relatively deeply tinted rosé with a fruity yet elegant nose that leads to rich, intense 
and detailed flavors supported by a high level of effervescence and a tight,, linear and precise 

finish that also sports a touch of backend austerity. However, unlike the Brut Extra, here there 
is excellent depth and the persistence is impressive. Lovely and delicious and this is a rosé that 

is fashioned in an intensely fruity style that could be drunk now or aged for 3 to 5 years to good 
effect.” 91 Burghound 

 
261 Veuve Clicquot Vintage Reserve 2002, Champagne, France   115.00 

“A wine that shows an airy character. It is very open and fresh, the white fruits floating over a 
creamy texture and made crisp by grapefruit skin and bitter orange flavors. But it is just beginning 

to develop its potential, and the wine will likely fill out, as secondary flavors come through over the 
next 5–6 years.” 94 WE  
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262 Veuve Clicquot Vintage Rosé 2000, Champagne, France    130.00 

 “Plenty of cherry, yeast and dough flavors highlight this bright Champagne. It picks up a mineral 

note toward the finish, which lingers, along with a chalky sensation. Fine balance and harmony.” 

 
259 Salon Brut Blanc de Blancs Le Mesnil 1988, Champagne France   195.00 

From perhaps one of the most sought after producers in all of Champagne. The House of Salon 

makes no other wine, only this vintage tête de cuvée Blanc de Blancs and only in the greatest 
vintages. For this reason, it is the rarest of Champagnes, having released only 30 vintages in the 

last 76 years. “A laser beam. Beautifully focused, intense and densely flavored with lime, honey 
and chanterelles in butter. So rich it's almost too much, but the vibrant acidity keeps everything in 
check and driving through the long finish. Drink now through 2010.”  96 pts Wine Spectator 

 

263 Veuve Clicquot La Grande Dame 1996, Champagne, France   235.00 
“Tightly-packed with notes of citrus oil, orange rind, white peach, honeysuckle, and brioche, the 

medium to full-bodied 1996 La Grande Dame Brut should age well for 15-20 years. Crisp, fresh, 
and backward, it is another brilliant example from the exquisite 1996 vintage.”  95 pts WA 

 
 

Italian Red Wines 
 

Central Italy- Tuscany, Umbria, Marche, Lazio, Abbruzzo  
 
 -Abbruzzo 
 
313 Masciarelli Marina Cvetic Montepulciano d'Abruzzo, DOCG 2004  49.00  

What happens when you try to force a wild montepulciano to wear the chains of the international 
style? You get something like Marina Cvetic, named for the winemaker's wife, who must be one hell 

of a woman. The wine combines a deep garnet color, notes of black cherry and leather, wild 
montepulciano funk, and all lashed together with a generous helping of oak. I'm not surprised it 

earned three glasses in the Gambero Rosso. 

 
 -Montepulciano 
 
335 Fattoria del Cerro Vino Nobile di Montepulciano, DOCG 2005   39.00 

“Fattoria del Cerro is not only Montepulciano`s largest private estate, it is also the one with the 
finest and most complete line of wines. The 2000 Vino Nobile di Montepulciano, cask and barrel 
aged, is a dark fresh ruby. The plums, wild cherry, and prunes on the warm and alcoholic nose are 

accompanied by aromas of smoke and tar, and the well concentrated flavors, silky, elegant, and 
long. This suggests that the wine, already pleasurable, will age until 2010.”- 89 points Robert 

Parker’s Wine Advocate 
 

-Chianti 
330 Badia a Coltibuono Cetamura Chianti , DOCG 2007     24.00 

Badia a Coltibuono has been making wine since the Middle Ages. For over one hundred and fifty 

years the farm has been run by the Stucchi Prinetti family which cultivates organic grapes in the 70 
hectares of vineyard located in the heart of Chianti.  “Cetamura is the name of an Etruscan 
settlement on the Badia a Coltibuono property. This wine was conceived with the intention of 

creating a young, pleasant wine, perfect for every day.  It is an intense ruby-red color, and its 
bouquet shows the classic berry-spicy-flowery notes of young sangiovese from Chianti. It is soft, 

tasty and well-balanced.” 
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368 Castello di Querceto Chianti Classico, DOCG 2006     32.00  
Querceto refers to the "little forest of oak" in which the winery is nestled.  The François family, 

which settled in Tuscany in the 18th century, purchased the Castello di Querceto estate and began 
the production of Chianti in 1897.  By 1911, the estate had already won an international 
enological prize. And in 1924 it was one of the 33 estates that founded the Chianti Classico 

Consortium. Shows very clean and fruity aromas of blackberry and flowers. Full-bodied, with fine 
tannins and a fresh, silky and clean finish. 

 
320 Colognole Chianti Rufina, DOCG 2003       35.00 

The 2003 Colognole Chianti Rufina is a dry red with a ruby red color tending towards darker 
red/black at the core. It shows typical Sangiovese cherry fruit as well as black fruit aromas on the 

nose.  On the palate, this medium bodied wine is round, juicy, and has mellow cherry cola like 
flavors with a bit of spice and earth and some oak influence.  It is smooth and inviting with velvety 

tannins and balanced acidity. 

 
304 Castello di Querceto Chianti Classico Riserva, DOCG 2003   39.00 

A terrific wine worthy of the merit of its historic producer, this Riserva is bold and elegant at the 

same time. “Wonderful perfumes of chocolate, berry and raspberry follow through to a full-bodied 
palate, with firm tannins and a long, refreshing aftertaste. Best after 2007.” 90 WS 

 
332 Melini Chianti Classico Riserva 'La Selvanella', DOCG 2003    47.00 

Melini was founded in 1705 and established itself as an 'international' winery in 1860 when 
Laborel Melini collaborated in developing the straw-covered flask (fiasco). This made it possible 

for the wine to travel and launched Melini in international markets.  “In Tuscany, where currently 
there is an ongoing, occasionally crusade-like, war between modernists and traditionalists, it is 
rare that a wine meets with the approval of both factions. For several years now, Melini’s Chianti 

Classico Vigneto La Selvanella has managed to pull off that very miracle. The wine shows alluring 
leather, red berry and herbal aromas, and elegantly balanced wild cherry fruit on the palate with 

spicy red currant notes. The wine has a plush mouthfeel that is helped by beautifully articulated 
acidity, soft tannins and long finish.” ‘Tre Bicchieri-Gambero Rosso 

 
564 Antinori Chianti Classico Tenute Marchese Antinori Riserva, DOCG 2004 59.00 

Marchese Antinori is produced, exclusively from the finest, most highly selected grapes grown on 
the Antinori Santa Cristina, Pèppoli and Badia a Passignano estates in the Mercatale Val di Pesa 

zone in Chianti Classico.  “Antinori’s flagship Chianti, the 2004 Chianti Classico Riserva 
Marchesi Antinori, reveals great depth, vibrancy and freshness. Ripe black cherries, new leather, 
menthol, smoke and wild herbs flow from this sweet, layered Chianti. The wine is approachable 

today, but also has the tannic backbone and stuffing to insure another decade or so of very fine 
drinking. It spent 14 months in small French oak barrels prior to being bottled.” 91 WA 

 

440 Viticcio Chianti Classico Riserva “Lucius”, DOCG 2005    68.00 
The Riserva Lucius is another Riserva Chianti Classico, with particular characteristics, made from 

the finest Sangiovese grapes combined with Cabernet and Merlot. The wine is named in honour of 
the co-founder of the Viticcio estate. “A refined, elegant young red, with superclean black fruit, 
black cherry and a good dose of new oak that gives a vanilla edge to the fruit on the medium-to-full 

palate. This is superintense. Needs time. Best after 2009. 1,190 cases made.” 91 WS 

 
372 Frescobaldi “Montesodi” Chianti Rufina, DOCG 2004    73.00 

Made from 100% Sangiovese estate grown grapes.  After resting for 2 years in small French oak 
casks, it evolves through 1 year of bottle ageing.  Intensely ruby red, it has great personality, 
marked by an extremely rich and complex flavor.  Montesodi is a big bodied wine, and yet a very 

elegant one.  It is produced in limited amounts and only in the best years. –92 WA  
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  -Vino di Tavola, Super-Tuscans, IGT  
 
422 Falesco Vitiano Rosso IGT,Umbria 2007      26.00 

“The 2007 Vitiano (Sangiovese, Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon) is a soft-textured, caressing red 
that blossoms on the palate with layers of perfumed red fruit and sweet French oak. This is an 

especially seamless and beautiful Vitiano that is especially rewarding for its textural richness. 
Vitiano is typically bottled in several lots. This is the first lot (0922) to be bottled. As such, this 
wine underwent malolactic fermentation in oak, while subsequent lots saw malolactic fermentation 

in steel.” 89 pts RP 

 
594 Tenute La Brancaia “Tre”, IGT 2005       34.00 

"Tre" is a blend of Sangiovese, Merlot and Cabernet. The grapes are carefully selected from three 
estates: Brancaia (Castellina), Poppi (Radda) and Brancaia in Maremma (Morellino di Scansano). 
“Lots of blackberry and mineral character. Medium-bodied, with fine tannins. Balanced and 

already delicious.” 88 pts WS 

 
309 Tenuta dell’Ornellaia Toscana “Le Volte”, Bolgheri IGT 2007   39.00 

A blend of 50% Sangiovese, 30% Merlot, and 20% Cabernet Sauvignon, this proprietary label 
from Ornellaia combines Sangiovese’s opulent Mediterranean expression, and the structure and 
complexity of Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot. 

 
430 Antinori Guado al Tasso “Il Bruciato”, Bolgheri IGT 2006    52.00 

“Subtle and aromatic, with violet and berries on the nose. Full-bodied, with supersilky tannins and 
a long, clean, polished finish. The second wine of Guado al Tasso, with a bit more Merlot than the 

first wine. Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah and others. Best after 2009.” 90 WS 

 
418 Tenute Sette Ponti Toscana “Crognolo”, IGT 2004, 2005    63.00 

“Bright and fruity aromas of plums, berries, currants and milk chocolate. Full-bodied, with soft 
tannins and a long, caressing finish. Loads of fruit and freshness here. Beauty. Best after 2007. 
6,665 cases made.” 92 points Wine Spectator 

 
416 Sportoletti “Villa Fidelia”, Umbria IGT 2004      78.00 

“The 2004 Villa Fidelia is an elegant, sexy wine. Medium in body, it reveals gorgeous inner 

sweetness in its layered personality, with plenty of sweet dark fruit and well-integrated oak. This 
understated wine is immensely appealing now, but it will be even better in another year or two. 
Sportoletti’s Villa Fidelia is one of the most compelling wines of Umbria. A blend of Merlot, 

Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc, it spends 12 months in small French oak barrels. While 
it’s hard to describe a wine retailing for over $50 as a good value, in today’s market, the 2004 

Villa Fidelia offers as good a relative value as readers are likely to find. Simply put, this is a 
terrific effort from the Sportoletti brothers and oenologist Riccardo Cotarella. Anticipated 
maturity: 2009-2024” 94 WA 

 
326 Tenuta dell’Ornellaia Toscana “Le Serre Nuove”, Bolgheri IGT 2006  85.00 

This is the second wine from Ornellaia.  It is made from barrels that are culled out of the selection 

process for Ornellaia with most of the fruit coming from the estate’s younger vines. “Gorgeous 
aromas of currant and coffee, with hints of chocolate. Full-bodied, with fine tannins and a lovely 
finish. Wonderfully balanced. Wow. The second wine of Ornellaia. Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, 

Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot. Best after 2008.” 92 WS 
 

595 Azienda I Greppi “Greppicaia”, Bolgheri IGT 2004     98.00 
“Dark purple in color, with amazing aromas of blackberry, currant, mineral and flowers. Full-
bodied, with supersilky tannins that are seamless and refined. Goes on and on. Coats every 
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millimeter of the palate. So fine and complex. This is from a new estate. Merlot, Cabernet 
Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc. Best after 2012. 400 cases made.” 94 WS 

 
300 Campo Alla Sughera “Arnione”, Bolgheri IGT 2004     127.00 

This small estate located in Bolgheri produces sleek wines with a lot of style and class. Its 

vineyards, which are all fairly young, are densely planted and the yields per plant are kept low, 
which gives the wines much of their characteristic richness. These releases are outstanding and I 
can’t recommend them highly enough.  Antonio Galloni of The Wine Advocate.  “A blend of 

Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Merlot, and Petite Verdot, this is an awe-inspiring effort. A 
deeply woven aromatic web of vanilla, blackberries, and black tea tempt you into a gang of chewy, 

briary, blueberry extract-laden black pepper, and hints of leather blockbuster. This is a big, deeply 
extracted, beautifully balanced wine.”  94 The Italian Wine Report  

 
306 Antinori “Tignanello”, Tuscany IGT 2004, 2005     151.00 

First made in 1971, Piero Antinori’s Tignanello is one of the catalysts of the Super Tuscan 
revolution (Tenuta San Guido’s “Sassicaia” was the forefather).  “ Tignanello is an object lesson 

in how to make Cabernet work with Sangiovese, the two varieties balancing and enhancing one 
another in admirable symbiosis” notes Daniel Thomases of The Wine Advocate.  “Offers aromas of 
blackberry, with hints of raisin and lots of spices. Full and velvety, with wonderful concentration 

and a long, rich finish. Very stylish and exciting. 85% Sangiovese, 10% Cabernet Sauvignon and 
5% Cabernet Franc. Best after 2012.”  95 points- Wine Spectator’s #4 on Top 100 wines of 2007 

 
331 Tenuta dell’Ornellaia Toscana “Ornellaia”, Bolgheri IGT 2005, 2006  265.00 

2005 tasting notes: “Displays beautiful aromas of ripe fruit, with currant, plum and blackberry. 
This complex and full-bodied Tuscan red has soft, polished tannins and a long, long finish. Shows a 

deft hand in the winemaking. Best after 2012.” 95 points WS----2006 tasting notes:  “The 2006 
Ornellaia flows from the glass in a profound expression of ripe, dark fruit. With time in the glass 
layers of minerals, cassis, tar, sweet herbs and French oak emerge, adding further complexity. This 

harmonious Ornellaia combines the richness of the vintage with superb freshness and awesome 
balance. Today the wine’s sheer density almost manages to hide the tannins, but they are there, 

and the wine will ultimately benefit from a few years in the cellar. The 2006 Ornellaia is one of the 
highlights of this sensational Tuscan vintage.” 97 points WA 

 
 
 
-Montalcino 

 
343 Argiano Rosso di Montalcino DOC 2006      49.00 

“The 2006 Rosso di Montalcino is a fleshy, sexy red loaded with ripe dark fruit, tobacco and 
earthiness. It possesses excellent length and fine overall balance.”  89 WA 

 
605 Casanuova delle Cerbaie Brunello di Montalcino, DOCG 2004   75.00 

“Casanuova delle Cerbaie’s 2004 Brunello di Montalcino is gorgeous in this vintage. A firm, 
structured, Brunello, it offers up attractive scents of smoke, grilled herbs, (French oak) and 

leather. Today the wine comes across as needing bottle age, as the elements aren’t quite woven 
together as finely as they will be with some time. Still, there is a lovely persistence and depth to this 

wine that augurs well for the future. Anticipated maturity: 2012-2022.” 92 WA 

 
412 Argiano Brunello di Montalcino, DOCG 2003     91.00 

“Argiano's medium-bodied 2003 Brunello di Montalcino offers outstanding clarity and definition 

in its dark cherries, tobacco, earthiness and underbrush. The tannins of the vintage are there, but 
the wine is beautifully balanced and is just plain delicious. The Brunello spent a year in used 

French oak barrels followed by a year in cask. Anticipated maturity: 2008-2018.” – 91 WA 
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465 Frescobaldi Brunello di Montalcino Castelgiocondo, DOCG 2004  107.00 

For over 700 years, the Frescobaldi family has been actively involved in the culture, commerce, 

finance, and history of Italy and of Tuscany in particular. For 30 generations, the Frescobaldi,s 
have managed the family wine business, blending harmoniously tradition, experience, and 

innovation. “Shows a complex nose of blackberry, tanned leather, sandalwood and cedar. 
Fascinating. Full-bodied, with supersilky tannins and a long, long finish. Concentrated yet 
balanced. Beautiful and complete. Best after 2011.” 95 WS 

 
369 La Poderina Brunello di Montalcino, DOCG 2000     115.00 

La Poderina, a 20-hectare estate in the Castelnuovo dell’Abate subzone of Montalcino, was bought 
in 1988 by Saiagricola, a subsidiary of Italian insurance giant SAI. This corporate empire may 

control numerous companies, but it is known for strict insistence on quality and offers very 
reasonable prices for the excellent bottlings they produce at La Poderina. In fact, over more than a 

decade of meticulous research on the terroir of Castelnuovo dell’Abate, this winery has tweaked its 
techniques to extract the best possible wine from this outstanding land. Under Lorenzo Landi the 

estate enhances tradition with the best of modern innovation, creating elegant, accessible wines 
with flawless balance. “The estate’s brooding 2000 Brunello di Montalcino is tarry and earthy, 
offering potent notes of backward dark fruit and smoke on a big, strapping frame with outstanding 

length, great overall balance and plenty of style. With some air it is absolutely irresistible today, 
but it also appears to have enough stuffing to age for at least another decade. Anticipated maturity: 

2006-2016.”  93 WS, 92 RP 

 
396 Camigliano Brunello di Montalcino Riserva Gualto, DOCG  2001  130.00 

Camigliano has a very long history. Known in Etruscan times, it was a rural neighborhood of some 

size in the Middle Ages, which subsequently obtained some economic independence as a typical, 
small sharecropping property. The business was acquired in 1957 by the Ghezzi family, and the 
current proprietor, Gualtiero Ghezzi, has put a great deal of energy into modernizing the company, 

which now comprises 530 hectares, 90 of which are vineyards.  Of the 90 hectares of vineyards, 50 
hectares are for the production of Brunello Di Montalcino (180,000 bottles) and one hectare for 

Brunello Riserva “Gualto” (around 9,000 bottles).  “Raisiny, with lots of dried flowers. Full-
bodied, big and velvety, with loads of fruit and a long, long finish. The best ever from this 

producer. Best after 2010. 750 cases made.”  93 points WS  

 
344 Silvio Nardi Brunello di Montalcino Vigneto Manachiara, DOCG 2001  135.00 

“Very ripe fruit here, with currant, berry and hints of coffee. Full-bodied, with velvety tannins and 

lots of fruit. Structured and seductive. Best after 2009. 850 cases made..” 95 points WS 

 
445 Altesino “Montesoli” Brunello di Montalcino, DOCG 2001   140.00 

“Altesino is located in a spectacular spot that affords views of Montosoli, the hillside from which 

the estate makes its most famous Brunello. In past years I have enjoyed this producer’s wines very 
much, often purchasing them for my own cellar.” Notes from Antonio Galloni of Wine Advocate.--- 

“Very beautiful aromas of flowers, ripe fruit and crushed blackberries. Full-bodied yet refined. 
Layers of tannins. Balanced. Montosoli is a great Brunello vineyard. Best after 2008. 1,500 cases 
made.” 96 points Wine Spectator 

 
305 Casanova di Neri Brunello di Montalcino Tenuta Nuova, DOCG 2001, 2004 150.00 

The 2001 Vintage was Wine Spectator’s #1 wine in the world for 2006. This family-run winery is 

one of the best examples of the recent winemaking renaissance in Tuscany. Casanova di Neri has 
excelled with Brunello di Montalcino since its debut vintage in 1993. The 2001 is its best Tenuta 
Nuova ever, delivering the depth, richness, freshness and unique character expected of such a 

great vintage “Dark color with intense blackberry, chocolate and lightly toasted oak. Full-bodied 
and ultravelvety, with caressing tannins. Vanilla, chocolate and berry. Goes on for minutes. Best 

after 2010.”  97 points WS----2004 tasting notes: “Offers crushed berries, with flowers and 
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sandalwood. The nose is reserved, but interesting. Full-bodied, with silky tannins and a long, long 
finish. Very tight and stylish. Racy and powerful. Needs time. Best after 2011.” 96 pts Wine 

Spectator 

 
346 La Poderina Brunello di Montalcino Riserva “Poggio Banale”, DOCG 2001 205.00 

“Dark in color, with intense blackberry aromas that evolve into licorice, vanilla and cherry. Full-
bodied, with gorgeous flavors and ultravelvety tannins. Goes on and on. Best after 2010. 480 cases 

made.”  95 WS 
 
Northern Italy- Piedmont, Lombardy, Tre-Venezie 

 
-Barbera, Dolcetto, and Nebbiolo 

 

606 Aldo e Ricardo Seghesio Dolcetto d’Alba Vigneto della Chiesa DOC 2006 29.00 
Dolcetto is one of the favorite “every-nite” wines in the Piedmont (Barbera being the other one). 
And although most dolcetto is made to be easy to drink, almost gulpable, some producers are take 

this grape varietal seriously.  Seghesio, based in Monforte, makes excellent wines that capture the 
best of the soft textural elements that are the hallmark of the modern school in Piedmont.  The 2006 
Dolcetto d’Alba Vigneto della Chiesa is a drop-dead gorgeous wine. This big, full-bodied red 

bursts from the glass with loads of vibrant dark cherries in a super-ripe yet beautifully-balanced 
style. It is not to be missed. 

 
394 Pecchenino “Siri d’Jermu” Dolcetto di Doglioni, DOC 2003   34.00 

“The 2003 Dolcetto di Dogliani Siri d’Jermu, a tongue-twister of a name if there ever was one, 
repays the difficulties of pronunciation with a muscular, strapping palate, intense aromas of black 

cherries, tar, and almonds, and a long, firm finish. There are some real tannins in this 
concentrated example of Dolcetto” 90 pts WA 

 
382 Il Cascinone Barbera d’Asti Superiore “Rive” DOC 2006    38.00 

“A spectacular Barbera from Piedmont, this impressive, opaque ruby/purple-colored wine 
possesses huge body, massive fruit concentration, and copious quantities of toasty new oak. A 

blockbuster Barbera made in a modern, international style.”  

 
607 Vietti Nebbiolo Langhe “Perbacco”, DOC 2006     46.00 

Vietti has long been an elite, reference-point producer in Piedmont but in recent years brothers-in-

law Luca Currado and Mario Cordero have taken major steps to further elevate the quality of their 
wines across the board.  The 2006 Langhe Nebbiolo Perbacco is gloriously ripe and sweet, with an 

irresistible core of floral red fruit. This vibrant, medium-bodied wine possesses outstanding 
balance and also happens to be one of the world's great values.  Many Barolo producers would kill 
for a wine like this. In a word: Awesome!! Vietti's Perbacco is made from Barolo-designated 

parcels that don't meet the qualitative standard for the estate's multi-cru Barolo Castiglione. 
Perbacco is for all practical purposes a Barolo, but because it its bottled two months earlier than 

regulations permit, the wine is sold as Langhe Nebbiolo. 
 

561 Paolo Scavino Barbera d’Alba, DOC 2006      49.00 
“When I tasted the Scavino Barbera d’Alba the first thing that came to mind was the burst of flavor 
of perfectly ripe, just-picked fruit. This fresh, medium-bodied Barbera delivers superb drinkability, 
terrific overall balance and plenty of style. It is another tasty effort at this level.” Wine Advocate 

 

-Barbaresco 
 



Version 2.1- 0909 12

428 Produttori del Barbaresco Barbaresco, DOCG, 2003    49.00 
In 1958, the priest of the village of Barbaresco recognized that the only way the small wine 

producers could survive was by working together.   He gathered together nineteen small growers 
and founded the Produttori del Barbaresco, which has become a standard benchmark for 
cooperatives throughout the world of wine-making.  The cooperative now has 60 small growers 

and over 250 acres of prime Barbaresco vineyards, including 9 single-vineyard properties that are 
some of the most heralded sites in the town.        

 
341 Beni di Batasiolo Barbaresco, DOCG 2003      65.00 

“Strawberry and floral aromas follow through to a medium-to-full body, with fine tannins and a 
fruity finish. Best after 2008. 5,500 cases made.”  

 
301 Moccagatta Barbaresco Bric Balin, DOCG 2004     112.00 

“Amazing aromas of crushed berries, peach and flowers follow through to a full-bodied palate, 
with ultrafine tannins and a long, long finish. Has a bit of new oak, but this shows wonderful 

promise. The best Bric Balin ever. Best after 2011. 1,800 cases made.” 93 pts WS 

 
334 Gaja Barbaresco, DOCG 1999        300.00 

Angelo Gaja may be considered the best winemaker in Italy.  His wines have been compared to the 

first growths of Bordeaux for their complexity and quality.  Many critics have called him a pioneer 
in Italian winemaking.  Robert Parker states, “A genius for sure, Angelo Gaja can not be faulted 
for what he puts in the bottle. This work of art is worth every cent it will fetch.”   

 
-Barolo 

 
463 Fratelli Revello Barolo Vigna Gattera , DOCG 2003     79.00 

“Aromas of strawberry, lemon and cream follow through to a full-bodied palate, with chewy 

tannins and a medium finish. Needs bottle age to come around. Best after 2010. 500 cases made.”- 
90 points WS 

 
308 Silvio Grasso Barolo Pi Vigne, DOCG 2004      86.00 

Pi Vigne is Silvio Grasso’s  name for his Normale.  “Very ripe plum aromas turn to a slightly 
raisiny undertone. Full-bodied, very thick and chewy, yet polished and velvety-textured. Big and 

rich, with a long finish. Best after 2012. 250 cases made. -93 pts WS 
 

604 Giovanni Rosso Barolo “La Serra”, DOCG 2004     91.00 
“The 2004 Barolo La Serra reveals a feminine expression of Nebbiolo in its raspberries, red 
cherries, spices and menthol, with firm, sinewy tannins that give the wine impressive focus and 
length. This mid-weight Barolo is a terrific effort from Davide Rosso. Anticipated maturity: 2010-

2019.” 92 WA- 320 cases made 

 
603 Giovanni Rosso Barolo “Cerretta”, DOCG 2004     91.00 

“The 2004 Barolo Cerretta is the most complete and well-balanced of these wines. There is lovely 
density and richness to the wine’s texture, which showcases layers of dark fruit beautifully 
intertwined with elegant tannins. The wine possesses outstanding persistence on the palate and 

pretty balsamic nuances that linger on the finish. Today the wine comes across as focused and taut, 
but it should gain more generosity in bottle. Anticipated maturity: 2010-2022” 92 WA – 560 cases 

made 

 
462 Paolo Scavino Barolo, DOCG 2003       95.00 

The Scavino winery was established in 1921 by the father of the present owner, Enrico Scavino. 

Enrico has been at the forefront of the modernist movement since the mid 1980's and is one of the 
most highly regarded winemakers in Italy today. He strays from some of the traditional methods in 

favor of a more modern approach. The result is wines of unearthly beauty: power and finesse 
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perfectly balanced, the wood barely perceptible beneath the soft, rich texture. “Big and rich, with 
loads of blackberry and Indian spices on the nose and palate. Full, chewy, long and rich. This is 

focused, fresh and structured. Best after 2010. 1,500 cases made.”-92 points WS 

 
425 Giovanni Manzone Barolo “Le Gramolere”, DOCG 2001, 2003   97.00 

The particular soils of Manzone’s Le Gramolere Vineyard foster naturally low-yielding vines 
which produce wines that are approachable while young, yet remain amongst the most 
concentrated and longest lived of all Barolo. Manzone’s vineyards are also among the highest in 

the region, and as a result his wines show unusually delicate, often ethereal personalities.   
2001---"Gorgeous aromas of ripe fruit, spices and light cedar. Full-bodied, with silky tannins and 

a long finish. This is balanced and wonderfully made, with great concentration.  Best after 2007. 
850 cases made.” 95 WS 
2003—“The 2003 Barolo Gramolere reveals lovely balance in its tobacco, spices, earthiness and 

stewed prunes. Made in a sweet, ethereal style, this delicate Barolo offers outstanding length in a 
medium-bodied style. It is a very well-balanced wine, especially considering the vintage. 

Anticipated maturity: 2009-2019.”  91 WA 

 
417 Aldo & Riccardo Seghesio Barolo La Villa, DOCG 2004    118.00 

“What a beautiful nose, with flowers, licorice, ripe fruit and fresh leather. Full-bodied, with velvety 

tannins and a wonderful ripeness of fruit, yet this is balanced and structured. Very smooth. The 
best wine I have ever had from this producer. Best after 2012. 1,700 cases made.”  95 WS-- #14 
Top 100 Wines of 2008 

 
431 Mauro Sebaste Barolo “Monvigliero”, DOCG  2004     128.00 

 “A wine with wonderful purity of fruit, from plum to sliced orange, yet there's an underlying 
mineral character as well. Full-bodied and superracy, with chewy tannins and a long, long finish. 

A powerful red. Best after 2011. 845 cases made.”- 94 points Wine Spectator 
 

348 Paolo Scavino Barolo “Carobric”, DOCG 2001     140.00 
Blended of Scavino’s top three vineyards:  Cannubi, Rocche di Castiglione, and Bric dël Fiasc, 
this is sort of Scavino’s Cuvee, which is consistently brilliant showing great balance and 

complexity.  “Thick and rich with lots of plum, berry and tobacco aromas and flavors. Full-bodied, 
with integrated tannins and a long finish. Solid and compacted wine. Best after 2007. 1,500 cases 
made.” 93 points WS 

 
338 Pio Cesare Barolo Ornato, DOCG 2000      172.00 

“Loads of crushed flowers and berries, with hints of licorice. Full-bodied, with silky tannins and a 
long, long finish. A decadent and wild wine with loads of character. This needs time in the bottle. 

Single-vineyard Barolo from one of Piedmont's most established vintners. Best after 2009. 920 
cases made.” 95 points Wine Spectator 

 

447 Corino Barolo Vecchie Vigne, DOCG 2000      180.00 
“Loads of blackberry, cherry and mineral character, with hints of chocolate. Full-bodied, with a 

solid core of ripe berry fruit and supersilky tannins. Very long. Wonderful texture. This is from old, 
burly vines that produce next to nothing in fruit. Superb. Best after 2010. 175 cases made.” 97 
points Wine Spectator 

 

413 Poderi Aldo Conterno Barolo “Cicala”, DOCG 1998     192.00 
Robert Parker noted “Every Italian wine authority considers Aldo Conterno to be one of the great 

masters of his craft…no one in Piedmont is making greater Barolo than Aldo Conterno and his 
sons.”  Wine Enthusiast 95 points--“Conterno wines have long set the standard for more 

traditional Barolo...combines powerful dried fruits with modern tannins and great concentration. It 
is an enormous wine that will age well over 15 years or more.--- From Wine Spectator:  “Starts off 
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decadent and earthy, but then changes to pure fruit and flowers. Full-bodied, with silky tannins 
and a long, beautiful finish. Solid and handcrafted. Such beauty here.  800 cases made” 

 
444 Paolo Scavino Barolo Rocche dell’Annunziata Riserva, DOCG 2000  315.00 

“The nose is pure, freshly crushed berries and cherries with lilacs. Full-bodied and very, very 

concentrated, with big, ripe, powerful tannins, but it's all in harmony and length. Layers of 
fabulous fruit. It's just a baby. Wait and watch it grow up into something amazing. Best after 2012. 
250 cases made.” 99 points Wine Spectator 

 
333 Gaja “Sperss” Langhe, DOC 1998       340.00 

“The 1998 Sperss reveals a perfume of black fruits, truffles, earth, and spice box. Dense, massive 
yet seamless, this beautifully integrated wine possesses low acidity as well as a terrific finish. 

Although evolved and delicious for such a youthful Barolo, it will age well for 20-25 years.”  
 94 points Robert Parker  

 
-Veneto 

 
601 Tenuta Sant'Antonio Valpolicella Ripasso “Monti Garbi”, DOC 2006  36.00 

The 2006 Valpolicella Superiore Ripasso Monti Garbi is a big, opulent wine loaded with super-

ripe dark red fruit. This polished, sleek wine has plenty of breed, but it needs time in a decanter to 
allow for some of the excessive oakiness to blow off. 

 
311 Allegrini “Palazzo Della Torre”, IGT 2005      44.00 

Allegrini’s Palazzo della Torre is often an irresistibly stylish wine, as it is again in 2005. This 
opulent, generous red is loaded with jammy dark cherries, chocolate, spices and sweet toasted oak. 

Palazzo delle Torre is a blend of 70% Corvina Veronese, 25% Rondinella and 5% Sangiovese. A 
portion of the fruit for this wine (30%) is left to air-dry on racks (Amarone-style) until December, 

when it is fermented and subsequently added to the rest of the wine, which is fermented normally. 
The addition of the wine from the dried fruit gives Palazzo della Torre an uncommon level of 

richness, density and complexity. 
 
315 Luigi Righetti “Capitel de Roari” Amarone della Valpolicella, DOC 2004 58.00 

This is Righetti’s reserve Amarone. The name "Capitel del Roari" is derived from the local way to 

say "many oaks" and refers to the various plots of vineyards where grapes are obtained for this 
famous Amarone. The vineyards, which are situated on the finest hills of the Valpolicella Classico, 
are well cultivated, limited in production and high in quality. The land, rich in clay and sun, is a 

key element that encourages concentration of sugar and flavor. 

 
303 La Giaretta “I Quadretti” Valpolicella Superiore, DOC 2005   65.00 

From the famed “I Quadretti” vineyard comes this “baby Amarone”. It is made partially with 
dried grapes (like the much-more-expensive Amarone). The “I Quadretti” is one of the Veneto’s 
most perfectly situated vineyards and grows only the best grapes of the area (corvina, corvinona, 

and rondinella). The aromas and front palate of the “I Quadretti” are Amarone-like with dried 
dark fruits, rich coffee, and almonds, but this is not as heavy and sweet as Amarone. It is much 

more food-friendly, finishing with bright black cherry fruit and spice. 
 
602 Tenuta Sant'Antonio Amarone Selezione Antonio Castegnedi, DOC 2003 80.00 

“I was very impressed with the wines I tasted from Tenuta Sant-Antonio. This small estate, owned 

by the Castagnedi family, is located in the Illasi valley. The wines are made with the collaboration 
of well-known consulting oenologist Celestino Gasparini. The family excels in the production of 

Amarone.  The 2003 Amarone Selezione Antonio Castagnedi is ample and sweet, with a seamless 
texture packed with ripe fruit, spices and toasted oak. Even though it is an attractive wine , it 
already appears to be softening and is probably best consumed over the next several years. It is 
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made from Corvina, Rondinella and Molinara selected from two of the estate's vineyards.” Antonio 
Galloni 91 WA 

 
552 Zenato Amarone della Valpolicella Classico DOC, 2004    105.00 

This is a wine that almost always boasts deep concentration, an almost viscous consistency and a 

ripe sweet finish. “Displays crushed currant and grilled meat character.  Medium to Full-bodied, 
with fine tannins and a tight, tasty mineral finish. Big and juicy, with lots of jammy fruit. Best after 
2008. 6,500 cases made.”  

 
325 Allegrini Amarone della Valpolicella Classico, DOC 2004    125.00 

Perhaps one of the most consistent performers in the entire region is Allegrini’s exceptional 
Amarone.  “An interesting melange of currant, prune, flowers and hints of cardamom on the nose 

follow through to a full body, where the fruit turns to fresh black currant, coating the firm tannins 
and giving a long, fresh finish of fruit and mineral. Superfresh and well-structured. Delicious now, 

but best to wait. Best after 2010.”  93 pts Wine Spectator 
 

 

American Red Wines 
 
Cabernet Sauvignon & Meritage 
 

-Washington State 
 
562 Columbia Crest Walter Clore Private Reserve, Columbia Valley WA 2005 49.00 

The Walter Clore Private Reserve was picked from Columbia Crest’s premier vineyard sites. 

Vineyards are located on the Wahluke Slope (50%), offering aromatics, texture and complexity and 
on the Horse Heaven Hills (50%), introducing balance and body.  “Ripe and polished, with 

gorgeous chocolate-tinged black currant, black raspberry and coffee notes swirling through the 
long, vivid finish. Tempting now, but should develop more with cellaring. 48% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 45% Merlot, 7% Cabernet Franc. Drink now through 2016. 6,500 cases made.” 92WS 

 
414 Columbia Crest Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon, Columbia Valley WA 2005 59.00 

“Ripe in flavor, with a vivid array of black currant, blackberry, violet, black tea and black pepper 

aromas and flavors that zoom through to a long, expressive finish. Shows subtlety in the layers of 
complex flavor against a refined structure. Tannins are present but nicely contained. Best from 
2010 through 2015. Tasted twice, with consistent notes. 6,000 cases made.” 95 pts WS 

 
384 Sheridan Vineyard L’Orage, Yakima Valley, Washington 2005   72.00 

This wine is a blend of 67% Estate Grown Cabernet Sauvignon and 33% Estate Grown Cabernet 
Franc aged 26 Months in 30% new French oak and 70% one year old French oak from Taransaud 

and Sylvain.  The color shows a dark purple center leading to a bright Ruby rim, with a 
penetrating nose of dark fruits consisting of Blackberries, Blueberries and Currants with a distinct 

hint of Dark Chocolate. On the palate the wine is loaded with Cassis, Blueberries and Creamy 
Vanilla, leading to a long finish of unsweetened cocoa and allspice, combining power, elegance 

and complexity. 
 

460 Col Solare, Columbia Valley, Washington 2005     90.00 
Col Solare is a partnership between Tuscany’s Marchesi Piero Antinori and Chateau Ste-Michelle 
which started in 1995. Curiously, the single wine produced uses only traditional Bordeaux grape 
varieties.  “The 2005 Red Table Wine is composed of 71% Cabernet Sauvignon, 25% Merlot, and 

4% Cabernet Franc. It also spent 27 months in new French and American oak. The 2005 vintage 
contains more Red Mountain fruit which may be why it is more structured and powerful; it’s also 

the case that 2005 is a superior vintage. The wine is purple-colored with notes of wood smoke, 
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mineral, spice box, black currant and blackberry. On the palate, it is full-bodied and layered with 
the tannins well concealed. Reminiscent of a top level Pauillac, it will evolve for 5-7 years and 

provide pleasure through 2030.” 94 WA 

 
-California 

 
401 McManis Cabernet Sauvignon, California 2007     24.00 

McManis Family Vineyards is a grower and vintner of premium varietal winegrapes located in 
what is now known as the River Junction appellation.  The McManis family has been growing 
grapes in this region since 1938.  The 2005 Cabernet Sauvignon shows a distinctive blackberry 

component that is layered with hints of clove and mocha spiciness.  The fruit on the palate has a 
richness and density that is supported by moderate levels of tannins.  A great entry level Cabernet. 

 
328 Hess Estate Allomi Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley, California 2005  32.00 

“This is a good wine that can hold its own among some far more expensive bottlings. It’s ripe in 
currants and cassis, and well-oaked, with elaborate tannins. The mouth impression is of elegance, 

intensity and balance.” 
 
364 Robert Keenan Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley, CA 2004   75.00 

“Classic aromas of cedar, black currants, licorice, graphite, and spicy oak emerge from the full-
bodied, powerful, opulent, opaque purple-colored 2004 Cabernet Sauvignon. This concentrated, 
rich, impressively-endowed Cabernet is a steal for the price. Moreover, it should drink well for 15 

or more years.” 92 WA 

 
411 Chappellet Signature Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley, CA 2006  85.00 

The "Signature" Cabernet Sauvignon has been Chappellet's flagship wine for more than three 

decades. It is a benchmark for the long-lived hillside wines of the Napa Valley; full of structure and 
ageing potential, yet seductively forward in its concentrated varietal character. The dry, rocky 

soils of the Pritchard Hill produce small, intensely flavored grapes.  Cabernet Sauvignon 84%, 
Merlot 9%, Petit Verdot 5%, Malbec 2%. 94 points Wine Spectator 

 
378 Larkmead Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley, CA 2006      89.00 

“The 4,400-case cuvee of 2006 Cabernet Sauvignon Estate (96% Cabernet Sauvignon and the rest 
Merlot and Cabernet Franc) is brilliant. It would probably be hard to find a Cabernet Sauvignon 

of this quality with this production level, all estate fruit, and such impeccable viticulture and 
winemaking. This wine reminded me of a great vintage of Pontet Canet in Pauillac, Bordeaux. The 
deep creme de cassis flavors intermixed with charcoal and lead pencil shavings soar from the 

glass. Its full body, stunning ripeness, sweet tannin, and substantial flavor authority make for a 
brilliant Cabernet Sauvignon to drink over the next two decades.” 94 pts WA 

 
380 Caymus Vineyards Cabernet, Napa Valley, California, 2006   105.00 

“A showy young wine that's smooth, rich and concentrated. Delivers firm, intense yet supple layers 
of currant, cedar, toasty, cedary oak and tannins that firm up, offering hints of mineral, sage and 

dusty berry.” 92 points Wine Spectator   
 
388 Shafer Cabernet Sauvignon One Point Five, Napa Valley, CA 2005, 2006 111.00 

“Rich, deep and complex, with a complex mix of fleshy currant, dried berry, anise, sage and 
mineral, framed by light cedary oak. Gains depth and complexity on the finish. Elegant and stylish. 
Best from 2009 through 2014. 9,500 cases made.” 92 Points Wine Spectator 

 

442 Ramey Larkmead Proprietary Red, Napa Valley, CA 2004    125.00 
“The 2004 Cabernet Sauvignon Larkmead (1,360 cases from a blend of 79% Cabernet Sauvignon, 

12% Petit Verdot, and 9% Merlot) has that gorgeously pure creme de cassis that I notice 
consistently in Screaming Eagle. The wine is full-bodied, elegant, sexy and rich, and should easily 
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last and evolve for 10-15 or more years. In fact, I would give it 2-3 years of bottle age. This is a 
phenomenal wine and one of the finest 2004 Cabernet Sauvignons.” 95 points Robert Parker 

 

307 Hollywood and Vine 2480 Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley, CA 2004  140.00 
“The stunning 2004 Cabernet Sauvignon (1,750 cases produced) offers an inky ruby/purple color 

followed by gorgeous aromas of white chocolate, creme de cassis, licorice, and subtle toasty oak. 
There is fabulous fruit on the attack, medium to full body, an opulent mouthfeel, and a long finish. 

This flashy effort should drink beautifully for 15+ years.” 93 pts RP 
 
366 Robert Keenan Spring Mountain Reserve, Napa Valley, CA 2004  155.00 

“A beautiful wine, the 2004 Cabernet Sauvignon Reserve boasts classic creme de cassis, cedar, 

tobacco leaf, spice box, and pain grille aromas and flavors. This impeccably made, full-bodied, 
super-concentrated Cabernet reveals good delineation and freshness as well as surprising 

definition and elegance for a wine of such power and intensity. It should evolve for 15-20 years. 
This beautiful winery, located in Spring Mountain in the Mayacamas Range, seems to be making 
the best wine of its 25-year history, and much of the credit must go to the tireless efforts of Michael 

Keenan who has done so much to resurrect the fortunes of this winery.”  94 points Robert Parker 

 
381 Caymus Vineyards “Special Selection” Cabernet, Napa Valley, CA ‘04, ‘06 195.00 

Caymus’s 1984 and 1990 Special Selection Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon were both named 

"Wine of the Year" by Wine Spectator magazine in 1989 and 1994 respectively. Caymus Special 
Selection Cabernet thus becomes (and remains today) the only wine to be selected twice for this 

honor.  2004--“The brilliant, super-rich 2004 Cabernet Sauvignon Special Selection (this cuvee is 
now aged only 15-16 months in barrels compared to older vintages that spent almost twice as long 

in wood) boasts an inky/purple hue, and sweet notes of lead pencil shavings, creme de cassis, 
licorice, and charcoal. This dense, full-bodied, opulent, seamless, heady Cabernet is ideal for 
drinking over the next 15+ years.”  96 WA 

 
377 Opus One, Napa Valley, California, 2003      245.00 

A joint venture established in 1979 by Robert Mondavi and Baron Phillipe de Rothschild, Opus 
One may be considered the most widely recognized California wine in the world.   In 1981, a single 

case of the joint venture wine sold for $24,000 at the first Napa Valley Wine Auction- the highest 
price ever paid for a California wine.  Opus One is sold in more than 65 world markets and still 

commands premium prices. 
 

395 Shafer Hillside Select, Napa Valley, California, 2003, 2004   325.00 
“Shafer’s flagship wine is the 2,000 case cuvee of Hillside Select Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged 32 
months in 100% new French oak prior to bottling, it is one of the world’s greatest Cabernet 
Sauvignons.  

2003—"The 2003 Cabernet Sauvignon Hillside Select is not far behind the stunning 2002. A dense 
purple color is followed by aromas of graphite, charcoal, sweet cherries, black currants, licorice, 

minerals, and subtle oak. Full-bodied, powerful, and layered, this gorgeously concentrated wine is 
revealing more tannic structure than the 2002, and should benefit from 2-4 years of bottle age. It 

will evolve for 2-3 decades”—95 pts Robert Parker- Wine Advocate #174 
2004—“The 2004 Cabernet Sauvignon Hillside Select performed even better this year than it did in 
2007. It possesses an inky/ruby/purple color, a juicy perfume of black currants, black cherries, 

graphite, charcoal, and toasty oak, superb opulence, a fleshy mid-palate, a multilayered mouthfeel, 
and a dazzling finish. This flamboyant, sexy Hillside Select can be enjoyed now and over the next 

20 years.”—97 pts Robert Parker- Wine Advocate #180 
 

342 Bond Pluribus, Napa Valley, California, 2004     425.00 
“The newest wine, Pluribus, will give just about any vineyard on Spring Mountain a run for its 
money. The 2004 Pluribus has a dense purple color and an elegant, sweet nose of creme de cassis 
intermixed with some camphor, graphite, and a hint of blueberry (or is it very ripe raspberries?). 



Version 2.1- 0909 18

Quite opulent, full-bodied, but with good underlying acidity, this wine is fresh and remarkably light 
on its feet for a wine of such enormous intensity and richness. These efforts are all brilliantly 

executed wines from obviously fabulous sites.” 95 points WA 
 
386 ZD Abacus 9th Bottling (1992-2006), Napa Valley, California   560.00 

Abacus is a Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon unlike any other produced in the world. The wine is 
best described as a solera style blend of every ZD Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon ever produced. A 
“solera-style” wine is a wine that combines old and young vintages.  Beginning with the 1992 

vintage, ZD started holding back in barrel a small amount of each vintage of Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Napa Valley. In July of 1999, after years of blind tastings and countless blending trials, 

the final blend was decided on for the first bottling of Abacus. The wine included vintages 1992 
through 1998 of ZD Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon. Fifteen percent of the total blend was bottled 
into beautiful custom-made bottles (Attached to the neck of every bottle is a medallion with an 

embossed Abacus to identify the first and last vintage in the bottle.), totaling 200 cases. The 
remaining 85% of the seven vintage blend was returned to barrel where it would await the next 

infusion of youthful fruit.  

 
433 Harlan Estate Proprietary Red Wine, Napa Valley, California, 2004  800.00 

“The 2004 Harlan Estate is probably the most precocious and accessible Harlan Estate that this 

perfectionist team has made. Already compelling, the wine has notes of roasted coffee, charcoal, 
blackberry, spring flowers, and some background sweet, toasty notes. Dense, fleshy, exuberant, 

even flamboyant by the standards of Bill Harlan, this wine exhibits no jaggedness or rough edges, 
has relatively high tannins, but they melt away on the palate. The wine is sensationally well-
endowed, long, and rich – a tour de force in winemaking. They can do no wrong at Harlan, and it 

is obvious, even in the most challenging vintages such as 1998, that this estate is a true grand 
cru/first growth, making wines of irrefutable world-class quality. Of course, none of this comes 

cheap, as the price is now moving up into the league with Screaming Eagle, but there are no 
shortage of takers.”  98 WA 

 
Merlot 
 
403 McManis Merlot, California 2008       24.00 

McManis Family Vineyards is a grower and vintner of premium varietal winegrapes located in 

what is now known as the River Junction appellation.  The McManis family has been growing 
grapes in this region since 1938.  The 2005 Merlot has a ripe,  fruit forward, dark berry character 
that is balanced with a nice toasted oak.  Simple, juicy and very pleasurable.  

 
373 Barnard Griffin Merlot, Columbia Valley, Washington 2006   38.00 

Barnard Griffin was founded in 1983 by veteran winemaker Rob Griffin and his wife, Deborah 
Barnard. Rob has been making premium wine in Washington since 1977. “Distinctly floral, with 

strong rose-petal and carnation notes around a core of smoky currant flavors, lingering on the 
fine-grained finish. Drink now through 2011.” 89 pts- Smart Buy Wine Spectator Magazine 

 
393 Chappellet Merlot, Napa Valley, California 2006     55.00 

“In spite of the misplaced unpopularity of Merlot among American wine consumers, Chappellet’s 
2004 Merlot is an outstanding example of this varietal. Beautiful flowery, plum, blueberry, and 

black cherry flavors cascade over the palate with not a hard edge to be found. Medium to full-
bodied, with complex aromatics, sweet tannin, and a long finish, this opulent, Pomerol-like red 

should be consumed over the next 10-12 years.” 91 WA 

 
322 Northstar Merlot, Columbia Valley, Washington 2003, 2005   66.00 

Northstar Winery, located in Walla Walla, Washington, is dedicated to the production of ultra-

premium Merlot that will be considered among the world’s best, showcasing the Columbia Valley’s 
star grape variety. “Elegant, almost aristocratic, offering subtle layers of blackberry, cherry, tar 
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and licorice aromas and flavors, finishing harmoniously. Tannins are firm but not intrusive. This 
one should develop beautifully in the cellar. Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon and Petit Verdot. Best 

from 2007 through 2013. 9,137 cases made.”91 points WS 

 
356 Shafer Vineyards Merlot, Napa Valley, California 2006    78.00 

“The dark ruby/purple-colored 2006 Merlot (84% Merlot, 9% Cabernet Sauvignon, and 7% 
Cabernet Franc) exhibits fleshy, red and black currant, bay leaf, and underbrush characteristics. 
Medium-bodied with sweet tannin, it should drink nicely for a decade.” 89 WA 

 

371 Keenan Merlot “Mailbox Vineyard” Reserve, Napa Valley, CA 2004  97.00 
“The 2004 Merlot Reserve Mailbox Vineyard is a more concentrated and backward wine than the 

regular bottling. Ultimately, it should merit several more points given its complex mocha, espresso 
roast, chocolate, black cherry, and berry-scented bouquet. Opulent, thick, juicy, and medium to 

full-bodied with supple tannins as well as superb length, it should drink well for 10-15 years.”  91 
points WA 
 

 

 Pinot Noir 
 

-Oregon 
 
608 Sokol Blosser Pinot Noir “Dundee Hills”, Dundee Hills, Oregon 2006  65.00 

Our 2006 Dundee Hills Pinot Noir is extremely concentrated yet delicate and elegant – soft, 

supple, harmonious, and packed with intense black cherry and berry fruit, mocha, and our 
distinctive Jory soil forest-floor earthiness.  “Light and open-textured, with an earthy edge to the 

pretty raspberry and tangerine aromas and flavors, finishing silky. Drink now through 2013. 5,671 
cases made.” 90 pts WS 

 
392 Beaux Frères Pinot Noir, Willamette Valley, Oregon 2007    79.00 

Since their first vintage in 1991, the Beaux Frères philosophy remains the same; to produce a 
world-class Pinot Noir from small, well-balanced yields and ripe, healthy fruit that represents the 

essence of their vineyard.  Robert Parker, Jr. is one of three owners in Beaux Frères vineyard and 
winery.  Robert never reviews Beaux Frères for his publications, but you will find his imprint in the 
winery's tasting notes. “The wine represents one of the silkiest and most feminine styles we have 

made to date. There is no lack of concentration but the equilibrium of all the elements seems to be 
the chief hallmark of this very successful vintage. This wine is already delicious to drink now and 

showing complexity which makes us think that it will be a wine to drink within the first 5-7 years of 
its life.” 
 

367 Soter Pinot Noir Mineral Springs Vineyard, Will. Valley, Oregon 2006  88.00 
“Renowned Napa Valley winemaker Tony Soter (Etude, Spottswoode, among others) has made a 
full-time commitment to Willamette Valley, moving his family, building a winery, and planting a 

vineyard.  The 2006 Pinot Noir Mineral Springs offers an impressive combination of power and 
purity. Its ruby-red hue previews a nose of wild strawberry and cranberry while the palate shows 

bing cherry, red plum, clove and sandalwood with an undercurrent of black fruits reminiscent of 
marionberry and crushed blackberry. Layer upon layer of depth and complexity are revealed in a 
velvety texture and lingering finish. The wine tells the story of the vintage as well as the vineyard, 

delivering a core of varietally correct Pinot Noir fruit characteristics coupled with a unique 
personality that can only come from Mineral Springs. Give it 2-3 years and drink it from 2011 to 

2020.” 93 points WA 

 
441 Argyle Pinot Noir “Nuthouse”, Eola-Amity Hills, Oregon 2005   105.00 

The Nuthouse blend is predominantly based on Pinot Noir fruit from the estate Lone Star Vineyard 

in the.  Nuthouse takes its name from the area of the winery where it is barrel aged and 
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fermented—formerly a hazelnut drying facility.  “The Nuthouse cuvee is released a year behind the 
other Pinots. The 2005 Pinot Noir Nuthouse is one of the major successes of a challenging vintage. 

It has a slightly aged appearance and is exhibiting an alluring perfume of spice, red fruits, and 
blueberry. On the mid-palate it has a wide band of fruit atypical for 2005. It has the structure of 

the vintage so it may well evolve for 4-5 years and drink well through 2020. It is a home run for the 
vintage.” 94 points WA 

 
-California 

 
363 Martin Ray “Angeline” Pinot Noir, Russian River Valley 2008   32.00 

The Angeline Pinot Noir is produced from grapes carefully selected from the Soracco & Rocking B 

vineyards in Russian River Valley.  By "cold soaking" the crushed grapes and fermenting at 
moderate temperatures, bright fruit flavors are extracted from the grape, without harsh tannins. 

This Pinot Noir is a brilliant, deep ruby color with delicate aromas of raspberry, strawberry and a 
soft whisper of vanilla. Bright flavors of ripe raspberries and strawberries, layered with subtle 

nuances of vanilla oak lead to a rich, full fruit finish. 
 

438 Paraiso Pinot Noir, Santa Lucia Highlands, California 2007   39.00 
“Serves up a trim, flavorful band of ripe cherry, wild berry and strawberry jam that's elegantly 

styled and well-structured, finishing with a long, complex finish echoing anise and mineral. Drink 
now through 2014.” 92 WS 

 
407 Melville Pinot Noir Estate, Santa Rita Hills, California 2006   58.00 

“The Melville family has one of the top vineyards in the Santa Rita Hills, and the wines are made 
under the supervision of Greg Brewer and Steve Clifton. It is interesting that I found the Melville 

Pinot Noirs far less spice-dominated, with more blue and black fruits, than those of Brewer-Clifton.  
Tart sweet and sour cherries, hints of strawberry jam, and lively acids characterize the 2006 Pinot 

Noir Estate. This wine is medium-bodied, fresh, lively, and very Cote du Beaune-like.”  91 points 
WA 

 
317 Belle Glos Pinot Noir “Taylor Lane”, Santa Lucia Highlands, CA 2003  69.00 

Taylor Lane Vineyard, located about six miles from the Pacific Ocean, is a high-risk site for grape 
growing.  On many days during the growing season there is heavy fog and strong winds, requiring 
the vines to be trained on a high, traditional trellis system to achieve maximum maturity. “Here’s a 

dark, big, rich, dry, oaky Pinot Noir. It’s huge in black cherry, cocoa, cola, vanilla and spice 
flavors that dramatically swamp the palate. It’s a complex, elegant, silky wine now, delicious on its 

own, and likely to intensify for four or five years.”91 points and Editor’s Choice -WE 

 
426 A.P. Vin “Gary’s Vineyard” Pinot Noir, Santa Lucia Highlands, CA  2007 83.00 

“Beautifully crafted, ripe and rich, this is supple, elegant and balanced, offering fleshy plum, 

blueberry and blackberry flavors that are pure and focused, ending with a nice minerally edge that 
offers even greater depth. Drink now through 2014. 350 cases made.” 94 WS 

 
302 Martinelli Pinot Noir “Lolita Ranch”, Russian River Valley, CA 2006  115.00 

“The Pinot Noir Lolita Ranch, comes from the newer Dijon clones, 115 and 777. Light ruby in 
color with a nose of sweet cherry/kirsch liqueur with hints of licorice and forest floor, this is a lush, 

fleshy, seductive wine that is appropriately named. This medium to full-bodied, heady, voluptuous 
style of Pinot should be drunk over the next 5-6 years.” 92 WA 
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Zinfandel 
 
427 Four Vines Zinfandel “Biker”, Paso Robles, California 2006   41.00 

“Pedal-to-the-metal Zinfandel, with wild berry and toasty licorice aromas and full-bodied, ripe 

and exotic huckleberry, peppered beef and loam flavors that build toward a tight, rustic finish. Best 
from 2010 through 2014. 3,500 cases made.” 92 WS 

 
434 Four Vines Zinfandel “The Sophisticate”, Sonoma County, California 2006 45.00  

“This big, zesty Zinfandel offers wild berry, cracked pepper and sage aromas, with ripe but 
balanced and appealingly layered plum, licorice and smoky meat flavors that linger on the finish. 
Drink now through 2013. 1,200 cases made.” 92 WS 

 
424 Seghesio Zinfandel, Sonoma County, California 2007    50.00 

This wine was Wine Spectator’s #10 Wine on the Top 100 wines of 2008.  “A seductive and 

vigorous Zinfandel offers smoky black cherry and blueberry aromas that lead to youthful wild 
berry, sage and cracked pepper flavors, with a lingering finish and zesty tannins. Drink now 
through 2012.” 93 pts WS  

 
318 Rosenblum Annette’s Reserve Zinfandel, Mendocino County, CA 2006  65.00 

This rich exotic example of Mendocino Zinfandel is the product of superb old vine vineyards that 

are dry farmed and head pruned. The additions of Petite Sirah, Carignane and Syrah have added 
layers of texture to both the aromatics and palate “Densely structured and loaded with personality. 
Offers lively aromas of wild berry, sage and toasty vanilla, with ripe, powerful blackberry, licorice 

and Asian spice. Needs time. Best from 2010 through 2015. 2,025 cases made.” 90 WS 
 

316 Martinelli “Giuseppe and Luisa” Zinfandel, Mendocino County, CA 2006 95.00 
“Martinelli’s Zinfandel portfolio continues to grow, with as many as five different offerings now 
available.  They are among the fullest-bodied, headiest, most distinctive Zinfandels made in 

California.  The 2006 Zinfandel Giuseppe & Luisa (730 cases) is a full-throttle Zin that tips the 
scales at 16.4% alcohol. Briery, roasted herb, kirsch, coffee bean, mincemeat, pepper, and a 
strawberry-like note emerge from this complex wine that tastes like a big southern Rhone. It should 

drink nicely for 5-7 years.” 95 WA 

 
Other American Reds 
  
402 McManis Petite Sirah, California 2007      25.00 

McManis Family Vineyards is a grower and vintner of premium varietal winegrapes located in 
what is now known as the River Junction appellation.  The McManis family has been growing 

grapes in this region since 1938.  The 2005 Petite Sirah is my favorite wine in the McManis 
portfolio. It is just like blueberry jam. It's incredibly supple and lively for a petite, with ripe 
tannins, a decent complexity and notes of spicy oak and licorice. 

 
559 Ballentine “Betty’s Vineyard” Syrah, Napa Valley CA 2003   40.00 

Van and Betty Ballentine both have a winemaking lineage that dates to the early 1900’s in the 

Napa Valley.  Today, Ballentine owns 100 acres of vines spread among the Crystal Springs 
Vineyard at the base of Howell Mountain, Pocai Ranch between the Napa River and the Silverado 

Trail and the Home Vineyard at the winery. “This purple-red Syrah emits a lovely bouquet filled 

with blue and black fruit, smoke and peppery notes. Balanced and juicy in the mouth, the wine is 

packed with ripe black cherry fruit, smoke, vanilla and pepper spice”.  Only 450 Cases made 

 
432 Bacio Divino “Pazzo” Red Wine, Napa Valley, California 2005   49.00 

Claus Janzen wanted to experiment with Cabernet and Sangiovese. The result was Bacio Divino 
('the divine kiss' in Italian) one of California's first "Super Tuscan" styled wines which has proved 
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to be a striking commercial success, to the point of near cult status.  However, Bacio is 
predominantly Cabernet, so he created another wine called “Pazzo”, which literally means 

"crazy." The wine was borne primarily out of experimentation, and it's not hard to believe, 
especially when you learn that in addition to Sangiovese (66%) and Cabernet Sauvignon (23%), 

the wine also has 7% Petite Sirah and 4% Viognier in it.  Is this some kind of Cal/Ital 
Frankenstein?  Actually it is a great example of blending as art.  Robert Parker rates the wine 91 
points and says “it admirably demonstrates what can be achieved by smart blending. It’s too bad 

so many California wineries are obsessed with varietal bottlings.” 

 
597 Sheridan Vineyard Reserve Syrah, Yakima Valley, WA 2004   94.00 

“Dark and brooding at first, but the focused plum and blackberry flavors come welling up against 
the black olive and prune notes that it starts out with, and the polished, seductive texture carries it 
all into a long and expressive finish.” 125 cases made  93 WS 

 
583 Shafer “Relentless” Syrah, Napa Valley, California 2005    105.00 

This wine honors long-time Shafer Winemaker Elias Fernandez and his relentless pursuit of 

quality. Sourced from a single ridgetop vineyard adjacent to the southern border of Stags Leap 
District, the grapes for Relentless are a “field blend” of Syrah and Petite Sirah. “The sensational 
2005 Relentless boasts an opaque purple color along with a wonderfully sweet nose of 

blackberries, creosote, acacia flowers, and hints of pepper and meat in the background. Full-
bodied and densely concentrated with the oak component well-concealed by the wine’s extravagant 

richness, this gorgeous 2005 can be drunk now or cellared for 10 years.” 93 WA 

 
 

French Red Wines 
 

-Burgundy   
 
570 Pierre Gelin Clos de Meixvelle Gevrey-Chambertin, Burgundy 2005  74.00  

" Rich and supple, yet with intensity. Black cherry, cassis, damson and spice notes are buoyed by 

the velvety texture and firm, well-integrated structure. Pure, lingering aftertaste of cherry. Best 
from 2010 through 2020. 200 cases imported."  91 points Wine Spectator 

 

- Bordeaux 
 
360 Château Fleur-Cardinale St.-Emilion, Bordeaux 2004    90.00  

“Proprietor Dominique Decoster (of Havilland porcelain fame) has fashioned an outstanding 2004 
(a 5,800-case blend of 75% Merlot and 25% Cabernet Franc and Cabernet Sauvignon). Made with 

the assistance of notable winemaking consultants Jean-Philippe Fort, from Michel Rolland’s 
laboratory, and St.-Emilion’s bad boy, Jean-Luc Thunevin, it is a powerful (14.5% natural alcohol) 

sleeper of the vintage. A dark ruby/purple hue is followed by aromas of crushed red and black 
fruits interwoven with notes of flowers, cedar, new oak, and licorice. Possessing supple tannin, an 
opulent, medium to full-bodied mouthfeel, and beautiful purity, texture, and length, it can be drunk 

now and over the next 15 years. An estate on a roll!.”  91 WA 
 

419 Château Boyd-Cantenac Margaux, Bordeaux 2005     115.00 
“This chateau, which is often under the radar (production is only 5,500-6,000 cases), has 
fashioned a terrific, inky/blue/purple-hued 2005 with a beautiful bouquet of spring flowers, creme 

de cassis, pain grille, and blueberries. Powerful and concentrated with full-bodied richness, 
stunning purity, and a tannic, 40+-second finish, this beauty requires patience. Anticipated 
maturity: 2017-2030+.”  92 WA 
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409 Château Kirwan Margaux, Bordeaux 2003      140.00 
“This estate has been producing impressive wines since the mid-1990s, and much of the credit goes 

to the talented proprietress, Sophie Schyler. The 2003 Kirwan is a beauty and gets my vote as the 
finest Kirwan made in the last quarter century. A beautiful bouquet of forest floor, plums, licorice, 
creme de cassis, and smoke emerges from this opaque ruby/purple-tinged effort. Medium-bodied 

with plenty of sweet tannin in addition to low acidity, it leaves a beautiful tactile impression that is 
concentrated yet fresh and lively. Anticipated maturity: 2009-2022+.” 93 WA 

 
408 Château Monbousquet St.-Emilion, Bordeaux 2005    155.00  

“From a less than noble terroir in Saint-Sulpice de Faleyrens, Gerard Perse has accomplished 
miraculous things at Monbousquet. Prior to his acquisition of this property in the mid-nineties, this 

wine tasted like watered-down Beaujolais, but Perse has turned it into one of the more stunning, 
modern-styled wines of Bordeaux. A blend of approximately two-thirds Merlot, one-third Cabernet 

Franc and 8-10% Cabernet Sauvignon, the 2005 exhibits plenty of toasty oak, roasted herb, meat 
juice, blackberry, cherry, and spice characteristics along with a touch of incense. Full-bodied and 
opulent, with an atypically rigid structure, this is a remarkable achievement for such a humble 

terroir. It admirably reflects Gerard Perse’s obsessive commitment to excellence. Look for this 
2005 to hit its stride in 7-8 years, and last for 15-20.” 95 WA 

 
406 Château Cos-D'Estournel St.-Estèphe, Bordeaux 2004    197.00  

“A beautiful example of the vintage, proprietor Michel Reybier and his top-notch winemaker, Jean-
Guillaume Prats, have fashioned an exceptional wine displaying a dense ruby/purple color as well 

as a sweet perfume of boysenberries, black currants, cherries, pain grille, roasted herbs, and 
licorice. Medium-bodied with impressive density for the vintage, sweet tannin, and outstanding 

richness and length, it should be at its finest between 2009 and 2020+.”--Notes from Wine 
Advocate #171.  “Loads of currant and blackberry, with hints of Indian spices. Full-bodied, with 
velvety tannins and a long, caressing finish. Round and generous for the vintage. Best after 2011.”  

94 pts Wine Spectator 
 

350 Château Grand-Puy-Lacoste Pauillac, Bordeaux 2005     215.00  
“The brilliant 2005 Grand-Puy-Lacoste exhibits classic Pauillac aromas and flavors of creme de 
cassis along with stony/floral notes. Proprietor Xavier Borie has created a wine that should rival 

the brilliant 1982, 1990, 1996, and 2000. Full-bodied with sweet tannin and superb length (a 40+ 
second finish), the purity of this beauty’s black currant fruit is something to behold. Anticipated 
maturity: 2013-2030.”  95 WA 

 
- Rhone 

 
550 Oriel Les Pavés Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Rhone 2003     62.00 

Made by Louis Barruol of Château de St. Cosme for Oriel, Les Pavés is the French word for 
cobblestones, named for the rocky vineyards in Châteauneuf-du-Pape that appear "paved" with 

stones.  The fruit comes from 40–80 year-old vines on clay and limestone soils surrounding the 
Château in this historic town just north of Avignon.  The wine shows barnyard and earth on the 
nose, with soft plum, musk roses and spice coming on the palate.  It is full-bodied, complex and has 

plenty of stuffing for 10 years of ageing.  Truly outstanding.  91 pts Wine and Spirits 

 
563 E. Guigal Châteauneuf-du-Pape Rouge, Rhone 2003    75.00 

“The 2003 Chateauneuf du Pape possesses a deep ruby/purple color as well as a sweet nose of new 

saddle leather, garrigue, pepper, kirsch, and blackberries. Dense, full-bodied, and tasty, it is best 
drunk during its first decade of life.” 90 WA 

 
600 Château La Nerthe Châteauneuf-du-Pape Cuvée des Cadettes, Rhone 2004 145.00 

“This delivers attention-grabbing mocha and cocoa aromas and offers a lush palate of juicy plum 
sauce, raspberry and boysenberry fruit, with licorice snap and graphite. The long, driven finish is 
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really fine-grained, and this gains steam as it moves along. Drink now through 2025. 1,500 cases 
made.”  95 points Wine Spectator Highly Recommended 

 
 

Australian Red Wines 
 
404 Peter Lehmann Shiraz, Barossa Valley 2006      32.00 

 “Ripe and round, this is generous with its smoky cherry and black currant flavors, persisting 
against mildly grippy tannins to create a long, layered finish. Best from 2010 through 2016.”  

91 points Wine Spectator Magazine 

 
415 Peter Lehmann “Clancy’s Red”, Barossa Valley 2005    34.00 

Successive vintages of Clancy's have gained major Australian, American and UK recognition for 
giving a top-quality red wine at a very fair price.  A blend of Shiraz, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot 
and Cabernet Franc, it is a rich, flavorsome wine without a rich, expensive price. 

 
436 Fireblock Old Vine Grenache, Clare Valley 2004     38.00 

The name refers to the plot of dirt that was planted back in 1926 predominantly to Grenache. It 
had been previously designated a “fireblock” given its proximity to the railway line, and out of 

concern that sparks from the steam locomotives could start bushfires!!  These old dry grown vines 
produce some of the most beautiful and intensely flavored Grenache and Shiraz fruit in the Valley. 

“Light red. Bright, vibrant raspberry, wild strawberry and rhubarb on the nose, with a 

lovely floral note. Silky in texture and wonderfully pure, the strawberry and raspberry 

flavors betraying no rough edges whatsoever…Utterly delicious and balanced, finishing with 

sweet but vibrant fruit tones and subtle minerality.” 90 points--Stephen Tanzer’s 

International Wine Cellar 

 
314 Mollydooker “The Boxer” Shiraz, Barossa Valley 2008    45.00 

“Bright and jazzy, offering an effusive mouthful of cherry, pomegranate and spice flavors that are 
as aromatic as they are long and vivid. This has density without great weight, and the finish keeps 

on going. Drink now through 2015.” 91 WS 

 
324 Mollydooker “Two Left Feet” CSM, Barossa Valley 2008    45.00 

“Two Left Feet is a blend of 68% Shiraz, 17% Cabernet Sauvignon, and 15% Merlot aged in 50% 
new oak for 11 months. A glass-coating opaque purple, it offers up a complex aromatic array of 
violets, scorched earth, smoke, black cherry, and blueberry. On the palate it is full-bodied, layered, 

and concentrated, with loads of spicy, savory blue and black fruits, silky tannin, and a very long 
finish. It will continue to unfold for another 1-2 years and drink well through 2017.”  93 WA 

 
319 Mollydooker “The Maitre D'” Cabernet Sauvignon, Barossa Valley 2008 45.00 

“The Maitre D’ Cabernet Sauvignon is opaque purple-colored with legs that slowly ooze down the 
glass. It reveals an enticing nose of spice box, scorched earth, smoke, black currant, and 

blackberry followed by a velvety-textured, layered, savory Cabernet with excellent depth and 
balance. This lengthy effort will evolve for 1-2 years and provide pleasure through 2017.” 92 WA 

 
439 Elderton Estate Cabernet Sauvignon, Barossa Valley 2005   58.00 

“The 2005 Cabernet Sauvignon “Nurioopta” is a superb example of Barossa Cabernet. It has an 
expressive aromatic array of cedar, smoke, spice box, black currant and blackberry. Full bodied, 

balanced, and structured, it will age well for 5-7 years and give pleasure through 2022. It is an 
excellent value in Cabernet Sauvignon.” 93 pts WA 
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387 Elderton Estate Shiraz, Barossa Valley 2005      64.00 

“The 2005 Shiraz “Nurioopta” is purple/black with a brooding nose of smoke, tar, licorice, 

blueberry, and blackberry liqueur. Full-bodied and voluptuous, it is dense and concentrated, with 
gobs of spicy black fruit flavors. It will evolve for 3-5 years and drink well through 2020.” 94 pts 

Wine Advocate 

 
390 John Duval Plexus, Barossa Valley 2005      70.00 

After 29 years as a winemaker with Penfolds, one of Australia's most famous wineries, John started 

his own wine label in 2003.  Producing only two wines, Plexus (a blend of Shiraz, Grenache, and 
Mourvedre) and Entity (100% shiraz), and maintaining very small production levels (less than 750 
cases per wine), John has firmly intrenched himself as one of  Australia’s hottest winemakers.  

Previous ratings:  2003 Plexus 94, 2004 Plexus 93, and 2004 Entity 95 from Wine Advocate 

 
596 Mollydooker Shiraz “Blue Eyed Boy”, Barossa Valley 2006   77.00 

“The 2006 Shiraz “Blue Eyed Boy” is predominantly Padthaway fruit. Purple-colored, it has an 
intense aromatic display of smoke, violets, mulberry, blueberry, and chocolate. This leads to a full-
bodied, plush, wine with layers of ripe, spicy black fruits, excellent focus and delineation. The 

tannins are well-concealed but this wine has enough stuffing to evolve for 6-8 years. Drink it 
through 2025.”  96 points Robert Parker    

 
389 John Duval Entity Shiraz, Barossa Valley 2005, 2006    80.00 

“A beautiful evocation of plum and blackberry balanced against a veil of creamy oak--but only a 
veil. It's the fruit that distinguishes the long, expressive finish. Shiraz. Best from 2009 through 

2017. 1,000 cases imported.”- 94 points WS and #24 top 100 for 2007   
 

379 Torbreck “The Struie”, Barossa Valley 2004      87.00 
David Powell, unquestionably one of the world’s finest wine producers, has an uncanny ability to 
discover old vine Barossa vineyards, and then craft sensational wines from them.  “An exotic 

bouquet of blackberries and other sweet fruits is followed by a full-bodied, powerful, rich red with 
great purity as well as focus, a laser-like precision, huge intensity, and a blockbuster finish that 
lasts nearly a minute. It will be even better with 2-3 more years of bottle age, and should last for 

two decades.”  96 points Robert Parker 

 
339 Mollydooker Shiraz “Carnival of Love”, Barossa Valley 2007   135.00 

“Big, rich and terrifically ripe. A lithe mouthful of pure wild blueberry and Asian spices, with 

swirls of plum and other berries as the finish rolls on, unimpeded by tannins. In the end, this has 
elegance to go along with its power. Drink now through 2017. 2,596 cases made.” #9 Top 100 

Wines for 2008-  95 points WS 

 
421 Elderton Command Single Vineyard Shiraz, Barossa Valley 2004  140.00 

“The 2004 Shiraz “Command” comes from a single block of 104-year-old vines. It was aged in 

100% new oak puncheons (400 liter barrels). Opaque purple-colored, this Shiraz has fabulous 
aromatics of smoke, melted tar, licorice, espresso, game, and blueberry compote. Layered but 

tight, this full-bodied wine is thick, rich, and totally hedonistic. The finish lasts for 60 seconds. 
However, be warned. This monumental Shiraz needs 10-15 years to fully unfold. It will provide 
pleasure through 2035.” 98 pts WA 
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South American Red Wines 

Chile 
 
400 Terra Andina Carmenère, Central Valley, Chile 2007    22.00 

Carmenère is a variety related to Cabernet Sauvignon that thrives in the Central Valley of Chile in 
South America.  Terra Andina is an innovator within the Chilean wine industry and one of the 

premier wineries devoted to experimenting with Carmenère.  "Ruby-red. Jammy red and dark 
berries on the nose, with gentle spiciness building in the glass. Creamy and sweet, with vivid 
raspberry and blueberry flavors, very little tannin and good snap to the finish. This is a pretty 

amazing bargain and extremely easy to drink."  88 pts Stephen Tanzer 
 

423 Terra Andina Carmenère Reserva, Central Valley, Chile 2007   28.00 
“Ruby-red. Seductively perfumed bouquet of redcurrant, cherry, tobacco and pungent herbs; 
smells like an old-school Saint-Emilion. Deep blackcurrant and blueberry on the palate, picking up 

vanilla and Asian spices on the close. A steal at this price.” 89 points Stephen Tanzer’s 
International Wine Cellar 

 
585 Viña Santa Ema Amplus One, Maipo Valley, Chile 2006    37.00 

“Amplus One is a splendid example of what can be achieved with Carmenere. The wine is a blend 
of 70% Carmenere, 26% Syrah, and 4% Carignan and was aged for 12 months in 100% new 

French oak. Purple-colored, it gives up an excellent perfume of forest floor, smoked meat, and 
blueberry. This is followed by a layered wine with a plush texture, ripe fruit, soft tannins, and 
enough structure to evolve for 3-5 years. It should drink well through 2025.” 91 pts WA 

 
352 Viña Santa Ema Amplus Cabernet Sauvignon, Maipo Valley, Chile 2005 39.00 

“Amplus Cabernet Sauvignon is 100% varietal and was also aged for 12 months in 100% new 

French oak. It offers abundant toasty black currants and blackberry liqueur on the nose. This is 
followed by a thick, rich wine with loads of black fruit flavors, ripe tannins, and excellent balance. 
It will benefit from 4-6 years of bottle age and drink well through 2027.” 90 pts WA 
 

579 Viña Montes Alpha Syrah, Colchagua Valley, Chile 2006    43.00 
“This is ripe and concentrated yet polished and refined, with layers of dark cherry, blackberry and 
briar caressed by suave toast, vanilla and mineral notes. Long and fleshy through the finish, which 

shows solid grip. Contains 7 percent Cabernet Sauvignon and 3 percent Viognier.” 92 points WS 

 
329 Viña Montes Purple Angel, Rapel Valley Chile 2006    89.00 

A blend of 92% Carmenère and 8% Petit Verdot; 18 months in new French oak. Half of the 

Carmenère comes from La Finca de Apalta and half from El Arcángel de Marchigue Estate and 
that blend gives this wine the full body and spicy structure. This limited release unfiltered wine is 

deep purple in color and combines dark and alluring aromas and flavors of blackberry and forest 
fruits. It is chewy with considerable ripe tannins. A food-friendly beauty, it is touched by the wings 

of an angel. Rated at 95 points LWM. 

 
591 Concha y Toro Cabernet Sauvignon “Don Melchor”, Maipo, Chile ’05, ‘06 115.00 

" Still very tight, but the tannins that lead the way now are sleek and refined, and should easily 

meld into the huge core of roasted chestnut, black currant paste, warm fig and tar. Has a long, 
coffee- and loam-tinged finish. Best from 2009 through 2019. " 96 WS, 94 WA 

 
385 Viña Montes Alpha M Santa Cruz, Rapel Valley Chile 2005   125.00 

“Very sleek and refined, but with loads in reserve, this shows layers of mocha, espresso, 
bittersweet coffee, mineral and currant paste all framed by dense but supersupple tannins. 
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Beautifully rendered. The best vintage yet of this winery's flagship wine. Best from 2009 through 
2015. 4,500 cases made.” Highly Recommended 95 WS 

 
 

 
Argentina 
 
354 Bodega Séptima Malbec, Mendoza 2007      26.00 

“Septima is owned by Codorníu of Spain, and it hit the market solidly in 2002, disappeared for a 
couple of years, and now is back with a great Best Buy. This Malbec is a rock star wine in sheep’s 

clothing. Shows size and power along with pure fruit, texture and balance. Lush and fruity until the 
end.” 90 points- Best Buy--Wine Enthusiast Magazine 

 
347 Bodega Norton Malbec Reserva, Mendoza 2006     32.00 

“Very toasty, offering showy mocha and spice aromatics, but there's also plenty of flesh, with lush 
raspberry, fig and plum notes that follow through on the long, polished finish..” 90 points Wine 

Spectator Magazine 

 
568 Kaiken Ultra Malbec, Mendoza 2006       38.00 

“The 2006 Ultra Malbec was aged for 12 months in French oak. The oak influence is apparent in 

the attractive perfume which also has notes of violets, black cherry and a hint of chocolate. This is 
followed by a structured wine that will benefit from 2-3 years of additional bottle age. The fruit is 

mouth-filling and has good depth and the firm finish lasts for more than 45 seconds.” 91 WA 

 
358 Bodega Norton “Privada” Estate Reserve, Mendoza 2006    40.00 

“This polished Argentine red has lots of spice and fruitcake notes up front, followed by an ample 

core of raspberry ganache, fig bread and mocha. The long, well-rounded finish lingers with poise, 
despite the overall concentration. Malbec, Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon. Drink now through 
2012. 8,000 cases made.”  92 points Wine Spectator Magazine 

 
435 Achával-Ferrer Malbec, Mendoza 2006      46.00 

“Ripe and forward, with blackberry and boysenberry fruit augmented by notes of violet, mineral 

and sweet toast. The long, rounded finish shows a minerally tang. 8,075 cases made.” 91 pts WS 
“Compared to the 2005, the 2006 Malbec has a more expressive nose and is more structured. It 
would profit from 4-6 years of additional cellaring and will drink well through 2020.” 92 WA 

 
470 Bodega Catena Zapata Malbec Alta, Mendoza 2006     86.00  

“Dark and lush, with a gorgeous mouthfeel to the exotic fig, boysenberry and blueberry fruit 

flavors backed by intense spice, mocha, loam and licorice notes. Superlong, showing great drive 
and purity on the finish. A beauty.  4,500 cases made.” 93 points Wine Spectator-    

 

437 Achával-Ferrer Finco Altamira, Mendoza 2004     160.00 
This is one of Achaval’s single vineyard malbecs, which can be considered as some of the best 
wines of all Argentina. Very collectible and enormously complex. “Dark and tight, with a 

tremendous core of blackberry and boysenberry fruit, covered for now under dark chocolate, 
graphite and floral notes. Long, vivid finish has layers of fruit and a great minerally spine. Should 

be sleek and beautiful when it opens up fully. Best from 2007 through 2014. 650 cases made.” 95 
points- Collectible- Wine Spectator, This wine also received 98 points from The Wine Advocate 

 

472 Bodega Catena Zapata Cabernet Sauvignon Nicolas Catena, Mendoza 2005 175.00 
“Catena’s flagship wines begin with the purple/black-colored 2005 Nicolas Catena Zapata, a 
blend of 78% Cabernet Sauvignon and 22% Malbec. The fruit was sourced from four of the estate’s 

finest high-elevation vineyards, and aged for 24 months in 100% new French oak. The brooding 
bouquet delivers pain grille, mineral, violet, scorched earth, pepper, espresso, black cherry, and 
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black raspberry aromas leading to a dense, opulent wine with gobs of savory fruit, ripe tannins, 
terrific concentration, and a 60-second finish. Allow it 6-8 years in the cellar to reveal its full 

potential and enjoy it from 2015 to 2030.” 98 points Wine Advocate 

 
Spanish Red Wines 

 
467 Bodegas Atalaya “Atalaya”, Almansa 2007      32.00 

“This is the first release of Atalaya. The 2007 Atalaya is a blend of Monastrell, Garnacha 

Tintorera, and other red grapes. The wine was aged for eight months in French and American oak. 
This purple-colored wine has an expressive bouquet of violets, spice box, leather, game, blueberry, 
and black cherry. On the palate it comes off as sexy with lots of easy-going flavor, superb depth, 

complexity, and a 45-second finish. Although it can be enjoyed now, it will evolve for another 2-3 
years.” 91 points Wine Advocate 

 
321 Oriel Setena Red, Terra Alta, Spain 2003      34.00 

Setena is the Catalan word for one-seventh—the amount of the harvest that farmers in ancient 
Spain paid landowners for the right to work the land.  The vineyard is comprised of old vines on 

well-draining clay and chalk soils high on the terraced hills southwest of Barcelona.  A blend of 
40% Garnacha, 20% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Syrah, 10% Tempranillo, 10% Merlot. 

 
468 Bodegas Ateca Atteca, Calatayud 2007       38.00 

"The 2007 Atteca was sourced from 80- to 120-year-old head pruned Garnacha vines and aged for 
10 months in seasoned French oak. Deep purple-colored, it exhibits an impressive nose of crushed 

stone, black cherry, and plum. This is followed by a full-bodied wine with layers of savory fruit, 
spice notes, and silky tannin. This balanced effort will evolve for another 1-2 years and drink well 

through 2017."  90 pts Wine Advocate 

 
471 Bodegas Artadi Rioja Viñas de Gain Crianza, Rioja, Spain 2005   53.00 

The Artadi estate was created in 1985 by the dynamic visionary winemaker, Juan Carlos Lopez de 

la Calle. His objective was to seek and nurture the concept that Tempranillo, when cultivated at 
high altitude, low-cropped, and from old vines, produces extraordinarily rich and profound wines. 
This, coupled with specific barrel treatments (with minor American oak influences) produces some 

of Rioja’s best wines.  “The 2005 Vinas de Gain is produced from 100% Tempranillo with vines 
ranging from 40-60 years of age. The wine is aged for 12-14 months in French oak, 40% new.  

This entry-level wine from the superstar Bodegas Artadi is an awesome value as well as mind-
boggling in quality.  Full-bodied, the wine is opulent yet elegant, concentrated, and superbly 
balanced.” 94 RP  

 

 
 

White Wines 
 
Chardonnay 
 
160 Carmel Road Chardonnay, Monterey County, California 2006   32.00 

The 2006 is an overtly fruit-forward wine with a rich palate and crisp framework. Lemon 

sorbet/zest, pear, citrus blossom, and sweet vanilla flavors lead to toasted baguette in the finish." 
- Ivan Giotenov, Winemaker--Gold Medal - 2008 Hilton Head Wine Competition  
 

104 Viña Maycas del Limari Chardonnay Reserva, Limari Valley, Chile  2007 37.00 
Located 250 miles north of Santiago, in the rapidly developing Limari Valley, Concha y Toro has 
developed an exciting new project, Maycas del Limarí.  The Limarí valley benefits from a strong 

coastal influence, hence, the wines produced here reflect the luminosity of the zone, the minerality 
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of the rich marine soils and the extraordinary coastal breezes.  “The 2007 Chardonnay Maycas de 
Limari exhibits aromatic complexity, serious depth, and gobs of ripe, mineral-accented 

Chardonnay fruit.” 92 pts Wine Advocate 

 
101 Landmark Chardonnay, Sonoma, California 2006     54.00 

“One of California’s finest as well as realistically priced Chardonnays is Landmark’s Overlook. 
The 2006 (77% from Sonoma, 14% from Santa Barbara, and 9% from Monterey) exhibits classic 
tropical fruit, orange blossom, and citrus oil aromas along with a subtle whiff of oak in its 

fragrant, pure bouquet. Excellent acidity, a medium to full-bodied mouthfeel, and a stunningly long 
finish result in a beautiful Chardonnay to enjoy over the next several years.” 90 WA 

 
181 Beringer Private Reserve Chardonnay, Napa Valley 2006    63.00 

“The 2006 Chardonnay Private Reserve is not nearly as oaky and caramelized as previous 
examples of this cuvee. It is a much more elegantly-styled white with a nicely delineated nose of 

peach blossoms, honeysuckle, apple skins, and brioche. Full-bodied with beautiful purity as well as 
a long, harmonious finish, it can be enjoyed through 2010.”  92 WA 

 
165 Shafer Vineyards “Red Shoulder Ranch”, Napa Valley, 2006   81.00 

Fruit-driven, full-bodied, powerful, and rich, Shafer’s Red Shoulder Ranch Chardonnay is 
exceptional.  “Production of the non-malolactic, full-throttle Red Shoulder Ranch Chardonnay 

ranges between 4,500-6,000 cases per year. “Rich and creamy, both in flavor and texture, this is 
bold and extracted, with fleshy fig, apricot and light nutmeg shadings. Yet for all its power this 
offers a sense of elegance and balance. Drink now through 2011.” 92 points- Wine Spectator 

 

180 Martinelli Zio Tony Ranch Chardonnay, Russian River Valley 2004  91.00 
“A ripe, floral, opulent style, with lots of pretty pear, fig and apple flavors that have a pleasing 

spicy, ginger edge, gaining complexity on the finish. Drink now through 2008. 650 cases made.” 
92 points WS 

 
Other American Whites 
 
117 Shelton Vineyards American Riesling, Yadkin Valley NC 2007   23.00 

Clean and crisp, this Riesling displays green-apple and pear flavors. This lightly sweet wine has a 
bright acidity and a lingering apricot finish. 

 
102 Beringer Alluvium Blanc Knights Valley , Sonoma California 2007  32.00 

“Offers wonderful purity of fruit, with a rich, vibrant beam of tangerine, nectarine and subtle pear 
shadings. Finishes with a long, clean aftertaste, which shows a hint of sage. Sémillon, Sauvignon 

Blanc, Chardonnay and Viognier. Drink now through 2011.” 92 WS  

 
152 Conundrum, California 2007        39.00 

“From our first vintage, 1989, we were determined to make a dramatically different white-wine 
blend that would surpass the scope of single-varietal wines.”  So far, Conundrum has been a 
magical success with a cult following that few other wines enjoy.  Conundrum is a non-traditional 

blend of several grape varietals from many different areas; the foundation is formed by Sauvignon 
Blanc, Chardonnay, and Muscat Canelli.  Small amounts of Semillon and Viognier are then added 

for their spicy character.  A terrific new world wine. 

 
166 Chateau Ste. Michelle “Eroica” Riesling, Washington State 2007  43.00 

Eroica is the result of a special partnership of German and American wine makers to craft an 

extraordinary Riesling from Washington State grapes. This is more than a blend of two estates, Dr. 
Loosen f rom the Mosel and Chateau Ste. Michelle from the Columbia Valley: It is an 

intermingling of Old World and New World philosophy and technique.   Named for Beethoven’s 
Third Symphony, Eroica is truly a concert of Old World and New World Riesling. 
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Italian White 
 
106 San Giuseppe Pinot Grigio, Veneto DOC 2007     24.00 

Delicately fragrant and mildly floral, San Giuseppe Pinot Grigio boasts a pale, straw-like yellow 

color with a hint of reflective gold.  Its silk-like texture, combined with a light-body and delicate 
taste, awakens the palate with intense fruit flavor that is instantly refreshing.  A fine complement to 

salads, seafood, white meats, risottos and young cheeses. 

 
113 Rocca Delle Macie Vernaccia di San Gimignano, Tuscany DOCG, 2008  25.00 

Rocca Delle Macie’s Vernaccia di San Gimignano is produced using only the latest high-tech 

vinification methods.  Traditionally Vernaccia di San Gimignano is referred to as “the wine that 
kisses, licks, bites and stings” for its lemony-acidic character and light, crisp mouthfeel. 

 
114 Planeta La Segreta Bianco, Sicily 2007       28.00 

Since their first plantings in 1985, Planeta has become one of the top producers of quality wines 
from Sicily.  Blending indigenous Sicilian varietals with international varietals has yielded some 
spectacular wines with much acclaim.  The La Segreta Bianco shows ripe and exotic flavors with 

apple and cream and hints of pineapple. 

 
115 Cantina Nals Margreid Pinot Grigio Punggl Alto Adige, 2008   30.00 

The Pinot Grigio ‘Punggl’ grows in fertile highly clayey grounds in southern Magrè. The aromatic 

fruity taste is marked by honey, nuts and flowers giving elegance and charm to this wine. Its taste 
is full on the palate, with notes of minerals and an intense and persistent structure. 

 
109 Broglia Gavi di Gavi “La Meirana”, Piedmont DOCG 2008    36.00 

“The ripe nectarine fruit of this cortese melds with impressive acidity, which gives the flavors a 
mineral inflection and a lasting lime pith taste. The middle is soft and round, the finish 

mouthwatering.”  90 pointsWS 

 
170 Santa Margherita Pinot Grigio, Trentino Alto Adige, Italy 2008   44.00 

Santa Margherita was the first company to vinify the pinkish Pinot Grigio grapes as white wine.  
This dry white wine is pale straw-yellow in color. The clean, intense aroma and dry flavour with 
pleasant golden apple aftertaste make Santa Margherita Pinot Grigio a wine of great character 

and versatility. 
 

116 Antinori Guado al Tasso Bolgheri Vermentino 2006    46.00 
This wine comes from Antinori’s Tenuta Guado al Tasso Estate in Bolgheri, Tuscany. The grape 
Vermentino primarily produces deep-colored, and full-bodied wines with exotic fruit flavors.  “A 

pleasing white, with lemon and pear character. Medium- to full-bodied, with good fruit and a crisp 
finish.” Wine Spectator 

 
 
German White  
 
203 Marke Klosterdoktor Riesling Spätlese, Rheinhessen, 2007   24.00 

Spätlese in German refers to “late harvest”.  The late harvest grapes are riper, contain more 

sugar, and produce wines that are rich and sweet.   
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112 St.-Urbans-Hof Riesling QbA, Mosel-Saar-Ruwer 2008    28.00 
“Aromas of mineral and smoke are matched by passion fruit and mango flavors in this broad, 

opulent QbA. It's balanced on the soft side, yet there's lasting intensity on the finish.”  #41 on Wine 
Spectator’s Top 100 Wines for 2008 

 

New Zealand White 
 
158 Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc, Marlborough New Zealand 2008  29.00 

“Fragrant and complex, with a refreshing burst of lime, guava, grapefruit and grass flavors. Wet 

stone, passion fruit and oyster shell accents add interest, with bright acidity highlighting the vivid 
finish. Another outstanding Sauvignon from a perennial success. Drink now.”  91 WS 

 

105 Staete Landt Sauvignon Blanc, Marlborough, New Zealand 2007  34.00 
Staete Landt is the old Dutch name that Abel Tasman gave to New Zealand when he discovered the 

land in 1642. The name was later changed to its present name  “New Zealand”.Staete Landt wines 
are true single vineyard estate grown wines. All grapes come from the 52 acre Staete Landt 
vineyard on the renowned old riverbed soils on Rapaura road.“Wildly fragrant, with a bold burst 

of passion fruit, grapefruit, gooseberry and lime skin flavors. Grassy notes and vibrant citrus 
acidity pulse through the finish. Drink now. 6,000 cases made."   91pts Wine Spectator 

 

French White Wines 
 
207 Louis Jadot Puligny Montrachet 1er Cru, Burgundy 2005    73.00 

Among the leading negociant firms in Burgundy, Maison Louis Jadot should be considered at or 
near the top.  Not only sourcing fruit for their amazing number of cuvees, they also own more than 

100 ha of their own vine.  “Seductive aromas of butter and vanilla pastry introduce apple and 
citrus blossom notes here. The citrus theme continues on the mouthwatering finish.” 

 

 
Dessert Wines 

 
514 Samos Vin Doux, Samos, Greece, 2003      25.00 

This wine is vinified from grapes from semi-mountainous zones and fortified to 15%. It is a simple, 

classic dessert Muscat. Its flavors are clean, without bitterness and accompanied by unmitigated 
musky aromas typical of the variety.  It exhibits less acidity than the other Samos products and 
doesn't entirely mask its fortifying spirits. Still, it is classic old world Muscat and is undoubtedly 

one of the best of its kind in its price range in the world. 

 
513 Paolo Saracco Moscato d’Asti, Piedmont, Italy 2008    32.00 

The 2007 Moscato d’Asti offers an exciting array of lime peel, pears, green apples, flowers and 
minerals in a focused, incredibly pure style. The wine possesses gorgeous length and phenomenal 
balance. This is what top-flight Moscato is all about. 

 
505 Banfi “Rosa Regale” Brachetto d’Acqui, Piedmont, Italy 2007 750ml  35.00  

A unique red sparkling dessert wine.  Aromatic with a hint of rose petals, raspberry and 
strawberry.  Sweet with a hint of acidity for balance.  A cheesecake with strawberry topping and a 

glass of this wine create a brilliant combination. 

 
533 R.L. Buller & Son Fine Muscat Victoria, NV, Australia  375ml  31.00 

“The N.V. Fine Muscat offers the most complexity of this hedonistic trio. Dark amber-colored, it 
delivers flavors of toffee, caramel, brown sugar, and dates. It is well balanced and has a long, pure 
finish. R. L. Buller & Son was started in 1921 by the grandfather of Andrew Buller, the current 

winemaker. The winery remains one of the quality leaders in the production of sweet wines from 
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the warm terroir of Rutherglen. Moreover, the wines cannot be duplicated anywhere else in the 
world.” 96 WA 

 
501 Dr. Loosen Riesling Beerenauslese Mosel-Saar-Ruwer 2006   187ml  36.00 

“Gorgeous aromas of apricot, lime zest and freesia introduce this elegant dessert white. With its 
airy texture and weightlessness, it wears the sweetness and acidity effortlessly, with a very clean 

finish. Drink now through 2035. 300 cases imported.”  93 WS 

 
535 Legends Estate Cabernet Franc Icewine, Niagara, Canada  2003   80.00 

Located right on Lake Ontario, Legends Estate has met success right out of the gate. Paul Lizak, 

president, winemaker and third generation of a farming and fruit-growing family, says the 
lakeshore location creates more fruitiness in the grapes.  The Legends Cabernet Franc Icewine is 

breathtaking, with big apricot and sweet peach flavors with apple and cinnamon spices.  
Exceptional texture and mouthfeel, finishing with perfectly balanced acidity.  93    

 
500 Inniskillin Riesling Icewine Silver, Niagara, Canada 2006    125.00 

“A picture of finesse and delicacy, this dessert white combines apricot, peach, floral and apple 
aromas and flavors with a lively structure. It's concentrated, yet remains light and fleeting. Terrific 

texture and harmony. Drink now through 2022. 675 cases imported.” 94 WS 

 
512 Meleto Vin Santo del Chianti Classico, Tuscany Italy 2003 500ml 55.00 

A famous and historical wine referred to as the wine of friendship and hospitality, Vin Santo has 

been produced since the 14th century. Today, Vin Santo is still considered to be a symbol of 
tradition because it is produced using age-old methods including drying grapes on mats or racks 

and barrel ageing for up to 6 years.  The ageing process imparts its characteristic nutty-caramel 
flavor, deep golden color, and an alcohol content that ranges from 14 to 17 percent. 

 
Port 

 
 
506  Quinta das Heredias N.V. Ruby Porto, Portugal     32.00 

“One of the finest ruby ports I have ever tasted….It is a stunning offering that is in complete 

contrast with the industrial ruby ports produced by the big port houses.”- Robert Parker Jr. 

 
503 Gould Campbell 10 yr Tawny Port, Portugal      49.00 

“An attractively dry style of wine, with a concentrated inner core of firm acid and lightly burnt 

flavors. It has intensity, along with good fruitiness. This lesser brand of the Symington group is 
worth seeking out, both for its quality and for its good value.” 90 WE 

 
530 EOS Estate Zinfandel Port, Paso Robles California 2003   375ml   55.00 

Lush and sweet, with jammy black cherry, blackberry, coffee, chocolate, licorice and plum flavors. 
Finishes smoky and long. 

 
522 Taylor Fladgate 20 yr Tawny Port, Portugal      85.00 

“Although this famous name has produced quite a light 20-year-old, that lightness is more than 
made up for by the beautiful, smooth flavors, the taste of lemon jelly, dried apricots and peaches, 

and fine, fresh acidity.” 90 WE 

 
508 Warre’s Vintage Port 2000, Portugal       110.00 

“Straightforward yet intense, ripe black raspberry liqueur and cassis scents are followed by a 

medium to full-bodied, elegant, restrained, balanced port with moderately high tannin as well as 
outstanding purity. It is a vintage port with impeccable finesse. Anticipated maturity: 2007-2020” 
91 Wine Advocate 
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509 Quinta Do Noval Vintage Port 2000, Portugal     136.00 
“A very fine young Port. Fascinating aromas of crushed fruit, tar and wet earth. Turns floral. Full-
bodied, medium sweet, with chewy, velvety tannins and a long finish. Grips your mouth. A 
balanced and caressing Noval.”  96 points Highly Recommended- Wine Spectator Magazine 

 
504 Fonseca Vintage Port 2003, Portugal       135.00 

“Sporting an opaque, black-colored robe with dark purple trim, the 2003 Fonseca Vintage Port 

exhibits a nose of profound depth. Its sweet black mass of dark fruit and spice aromas leads to a 
character of immense depth, richness, and weight. Full-bodied, viscous, and almost impenetrable, 
this dense, backward port is powerful and exceptionally long in the finish. Possibly the most 

masculine Fonseca I’ve ever encountered, it coats the taster’s palate with licorice, jammy black 
fruits, and notes of chocolate that last for over a minute. This blockbuster will require at least three 

decades to fully blossom.” 96 points Wine Advocate 

 
502 Taylor Fladgate Vintage Port 2003, Portugal      145.00 

“The 2003 Taylor Fladgate Vintage Port improved each time I raised it to my nose or mouth. It 

displays a black color and a salty, graphite-laced nose packed with sweet black fruits that is 
reminiscent of a stellar vintage of Chateau Latour. With air, notes of molasses, burnt sugar, spices, 
and jammy plums emanate from the glass. Full-bodied, hugely dense, immensely rich, as well as 

thick, this behemoth is also amazingly balanced and harmonious. Raisins, molasses, licorice, black 
cherries, plums, and a distinctive note of violets are found in its complex, seamless character. Its 

interminable finish reveals additional notes of chocolate, kirsch, red as well as black currants, 
dark cherries, and rose blossoms. Armed with exceptional power, depth, and purity, this Taylor 

will proudly stand shoulder to shoulder with the finest ever crafted by the Fladgate Partnership. 
Projected maturity: 2035-2060.”  98 points Robert Parker 
 

520 Taylor Fladgate Vintage Port 2000, Portugal      165.00 
“Among the most saturated blue/purple/black-colored examples of the vintage, Taylor's 2000 
tastes like a young vintage of Chateau Latour on steroids. Aromas of graphite, blackberry liqueur, 

creme de cassis and smoke jump from the glass. Spectacularly concentrated and enormously 
endowed, with sweetness allied to ripe tannin, decent acidity, and layer upon layer of fruit and 

extract, this is the leading candidate for the port of the vintage. Anticipated maturity: 2010-2040.” 
98 points Robert Parker 

 
521 Fonseca Vintage Port 1985, Portugal       195.00 

“Deeply colored, the darkest so far. Big, broody nose is closed at first but opens in the glass; 
sweet, spicy, and attractive. Immediately impressive on the palate, where do we begin? Let's start 
by this 1985's youthfulness, penetration and sheer size; it's easily the most complex and satisfying 

of the first two flights. The fruit is heavily extracted, thickly coating the palate. It's a dense, 
concentrated, tannic port with an extra dose of acidity. The best part was saved for last: an 

extremely long finish. Fonseca kept getting better and better with each sip. These bottles would 
have benefited from at least another five years in the cellar.”  Overall rating #2-  

The 1985 Vintage Ports-Executive Wine Seminars Blind Tasting - January 18, 2005  


